" Death a Deliverance, 


Fa tf PF , 


+» Oy. 
Funeral Diſcourſe, 


| Preach'd (inPart) on the Deceaſc of 


M=MARTY DOOLITTLE, 


(Late WIFE of 


Mr. THOMAS DOOLITTLE, 
Miniſter of the Goſpel in Londor.) 


Who Departed this LIFE the 16th of | 
Decemb. 169 2. 


By JOHN SHOWER. 


Eccleſ 7. 1. The Day of Death is better 5 thes = 
the Day of one's Barth. = 


LOND ON, + 


Priced for Abr. Chandler,at the Chirurgeons- hat 
Arms, at the Entrance into Bartholomews- "E 
Cloſe, in Alderſeat--ſtreet. And a 
Wade, at the Bible under the Piaza of the fi 

1 Royal Exchange 1 in Cornhil. 169 3o | 


— 
y 

f \ «ft ' 
- fs 


Fax 


Death a Deliverance. 


Pt 


OR, A 
Funeral On 


Preach'd (inPart) on the Deceaſc of 


M=sMART DOOLITT. LE, 


(Late WIFE of 


Mr. THOMAS DOOLITTLE, 
Miniſter of the Goſpel in Londor.) 


Who Departed this LIFE the 16th of | 
Decemb. 169 2. 


By JOEN SHOWER 


Eccleſ. 7. 1. The Day of Death is better 5 than 
the Day of one's Birth. "x 


LOND © N, 


Prifired for Abr. Chandler,at the Chirurgeons- ON 
Arms, at the Entrance into Bartholomews- *% 
Choſe, in Alderſeate-ſtreet, And Semnet 
Wade, at the Bible under the Piaza of the 

+ Royal Exchange in Cornpill. 16 9 3» | 


Far 


F - 
"4 
Fx ab 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


o - F 
Js _—— — 
: - - —_——_—_ 
L—— - »" —_ a IEC I my 
* "m4 yy Fa : 
% » = 
4 . - . 7 
6 : : 
0 *" ; 4 
"; C —_ 
q E 
. ——_—— AC 
"- — — —- — — ——@©O©D@©D_—_(____ 
—_ Fd 
q F 


f 


.TO HIS 


4 


YReverend: and Honoured 


Friend, and Brother, 


Mr. DOOLITTLE. 


STR, 


T5 ÞF you did not know 
; how little time I have 
to command, I ſhould need 
an Excule for not having 
ſooner: finiſht the Trani(- 
A 3 cription, 


— 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory.” 


cription, and Enlargmenfſec 
of the following Diſcourky 
which was preached at you ir 
Defire, on the - Death offe: 
your White, and now ati 
the ſame Motive is mad Y 
publick. If it may ann 
way Contribute to allay a 
your Sorrow for. youſſ 01 
oreat Loſs, or be uſeful © Þ 
_ any Others, eſpecially thy 0 
Relations and ' Acquaint h: 
ance of the Deceaſed, I (half c! 
not Repent it. 0 
"The Text recommend 
ed to me is every way ful 


J The Epiſtle Deticatory. 
ed to the Occaſton; and to 
Jyour Deſign of my inſtruc- 
ing the Living from it, how- 
ever defeive the Proſecu- 
J tion, and Performance be. 
You will not expedt (from 
{ me,at leaſt you cannot, that 
{ a Subje&t 1o often treated 
on by Others, ſhould be 
beautified with new noti- 
ons. Neither do 1 fear to 
have difplealed you, by the 
citation of ſome Paſſages, 
out of the practical 'W rit- 
ings of the Excellent /4r. 
Daxter, For whoſe Memory 
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T1 know, you have ſo tea 
Value ; and by. ,whom, 


while he Lived, you had 


the Honour, ad Advan- 
rage to be eſteemed and 
loved. For my own part, 
[ think my felt obliged to 
take all Occaſions, to exprels 


my Thankfalack to God 


for the Miniſtry and Ac- 
quaintance, the Books, and 
Counlels X that Great and 
Holy Man : whom | reck- 
C12 to have beena Publick 
Bleſſing to the Nation, and 
the Age: and am confident 


that 


__ - ao thatrei_ — we , [ .- »* Ho 4 — 4 < - + nacf » ”o—_— a 
= ww, Oo —— td , 
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be te Dedicatory. 


that more Impartial Poſteri- 
ty willacknowledg it:F can- 


notdoubt but thatyou,with 


many thouſand Others,: do 
Joyn with me, in Praifing 
God forhislong Lite. That 
On=2 ſo often near the 
Grave, and fo fit for theup- 


. per better W orld, and li- 


ving in ſuch delighttul Fore- 
thoughtsof Everlaſiing Reſt, 
ſhould: be ſpared, and con- 
tinued, among us, for ſo 
many years. | 
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May he; that hath the 
Reſidue of the Spirit,, fill 
furviving Miniſters, Y oung- 
er-and Elder, with greater 
meaſures of 'Holy Light, 
and Love, to furniſh usfor 
our work, and to afliſt, and 
ſucceed us in it. May we 
all learn to carry it with 
oreater Indifference to this 


preſent, Animal Life; and 


dayly advance in our De- 


tires, and Preparations -tor 
the Heavenly one. The Re- 
moval of any of our Friends, 
who were made meet for 

Heaven, 


NY The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
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Heaven, may be many 
ways improved to this Pur- 
pole ; for whom, you know, 
we are not to Sorrow,gas others 
who have no Hope.” Doubt- 
lels your late Sickneſs, and 
Indiſpolition-fincethe breach 
(od hath made in your Fa- 
mily, will be regarded as 
an additionalCall,and helpto 
fuch Thoughts, and Aﬀedti- 


ons, as this Diſcourle is de- 


- ſigned to promote. And 


if the many Prayers, of 


thoſe who. have reaſon to 


Bleſs God for you, may be 
heard 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
heard, (as in ſome Inſtan- 
ces they have been,) we 
may hope your Life and 
verviceableneſs ſhall be yet 
prolong'd. In which requeſt 
to God, I heartily concur, 
who am, > 


d1r, 
Your Reſpedtfal, tho 
London Febr, moſt Unworthy 
I3. 1693. © - Fellow - Servant, 


in the Work of 
the Goſpel, 


Fobn Shower. 
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He Introduftion ,' Parapbraſe, and Ex- 
plication of 'the Text: 


CHAP: 


The Method and Deſign of the following Dif- 
courſe. Good Men, in the Preſent State, 
are burdened with their Sins and Sufferings, 
fo a5 to groan for Deliverance\ 1 \ Pu IZ+ 


CHAP. W 


They have a Certain Expettationgof a Better 
State and Life _ this; and may be com- 
for:ably perſwaded of their own Title in 
particular, Ps 25+ 
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i IS :  \A ſport Account - of the 
| Eccnplry Grader of ts Mary Dar 
| Jitle with ſome Paſſages of her laſt Sickneſs, 
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Funeral Sermon. 
3$GOR. V. 4 


WV: that are in this Tabernacle do groan, be- 
ing Burdened, nt for that we would be un- 
clathed, but cloathed upon, that Mortality 
might be ſyallowed up of Life. 


CH AP. IL 


The Introdudtion, Paraphraſe and Explication 
of the Text. | 


SECT. L 


Y Otwithſtanding all the diff- 
cult Exerciſes of St,]Paul from 
Enemies on every fide, upon 
the account of his Faithful- 
es to. Chriſt, in the Diſcharge of bis 
iniſtry ; He bears up with an invin- 
ble courage and relalucion, by the ex- 
tation of an Eternal Recompence in' 

; Þe other World. This is the Tenor of 
5 Diſcourſe ——> wh the fore ping 
Þz 


A 


Et 


2 Death a Deliverance. 
Chapter, he begins and endswich it; and _ 
repeats it at large in the three lait Verſes, 
For this cauſe we faint not, &c. That 1s 
however perplexed and perſecuted, caſt 
down and troubled ; yet neither he him- 
ſelf, nor any of thoſe ingaged in thee, 
ſame cauſe, and work with him , did 
_ In ann becauſe _ prev 
afferings did only prepare the way for aÞer; 
more ering Reward : For our light Af 
flittion, ſays hey which is but for a moment; 


* worketh for us a more exceeding. and eternaWyas 


weight of Glory, while we look not at theſe c 
things which are ſeen, which are but temporal: 
but at the things which are not ſeen, which arti 
Eternal. And ſuppoſing the worlt, that 
theſe Aflictions fiould end in Death, yetWy 
ſuch a caſe would admit of comfort. ; 

For we know, ſays he, verſe 1+ 2. of this 
chapter, we are confidently perſwaded, 
upon very.good grounds, $hat if our Earth: 
ly Houſe of this Tabernacle were diſſolved, we 
have a better dwelling provided, an hap- 
pier Condition in hope and view ; Wt 
have a Building of God, an Houſe not madt 
with hands, eternal in the Heavens. And fa 
thrs we groan earneſily, for this Rate of im 


mortal ' Happineſs, deſiring to be cloathedFf gi; 
upon with our Houſe, that ts from Heavenorth: 
A Bleffed State, fo fitred for us, and | weþuldir 
for it,that no Apparcl for theBody canbeÞþ Sta 
more. : SE C T:Þvcl] 
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i FRCT.H 
mW He was not only content to Dye, and 
» eady with Patience to receive* a Sum- 


1005 out of this World ; bur ſo unſpeak- 
entWble was the difference, in his Judgment, 
r 2Werween his preſent State in the Body, 
AſÞnd that whick he expeted beyond » & 
em MGrave, that he reckoned a Tranſlation 

mas evcry way prefcrable, and rather ro 
thee choſen, even by intervening Death; 
ral:Fhar ſo, inſtead of this little Houſe, this 
 artnean and poor Dwelling , which we 
hatKhow inhabir, we may come to a better 
yeaWulding, that is of God, formed and pre- 
ott. ſhared by him; to the more ſpacious Man- 
thiſons, which the bleſſed God has pravid- 
ded, for us above ; thar inſtead of this moy- 
arth-Wble Tent, Thzs earthly Tabernacle, conti- 
, Weſually liable.ro ſo many changes, dan- 
hap-ſtcrs, and inconyeniencies, we may have 
; YAll Houſe not made with hands,that is of God's 
midtfEnmediate Work, more excellent and 
xd fore laſting, more ſafe and more abid- 
1g: Thar inſtead of this earthly Houſe 
athedFf dirt and clay, into which it will 
-averfortly be diffulved, we may have 4 
d  wehuiding in Heaven, ſuited to-the. Heaven- 
znbeÞ Stare and Life ; a more commedious 
C T:Þwelling, fitted for the Offices of a 

8 B 2 Glori- 
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Glorified Soul, and which ſhall not mol- 
der, but be Eternal, that when thzs T aber- 
nacle is diſſolved, which needs every day 
to be repaired, and with all our cate 
cantiot long be ſupported, we may have 
a permanent, unchangable building, eter- 
nal in the Heavens : In ſhort, that our bo- 
dies, as well as our Souls, may be glorſ 
ous and bleſſed, and unchangably fo, inf p, 
the other World. AM. 
Afﬀeer ſucha State, and Life as this, ſo 8 
clegantly deſcribed, in the beginning of ,, 
this Chapter, he declares his earneſt Defre c.. 
inthis Text; not in his own name only, 
but as the common ſenſe of all the Fol: 
lowers of Chriſt. This he amplifies an 
Cn ſeyeral expreflions, unto whict 
ſome following verſes in thischapter will 
grve further light ; For we that are in thy 
Tabernacle do groan, being burdened, not fl 
that we would be uncleathed, but cloathed uj 
7, that” Mortality might be ſwallowed up q 
tfe, 


SECT. 1 Soak 


In which words we may conſider twaſſ; 
Parts. - 1. The State and | Deane of thi 

Followers of Chriſt, or of all real Chriſti 
ans, T hat while they are in the Body 
they arc byrdened,and groau for Deliver 


- — 
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ance. 2. A Judicious Stating the matter 
, of fuch Defire of Deliverance, Or what 
| 12 it is that they groan and long for, ſet forth 
I Y in three expreſſions, 1. Negatively, It is 
care nt Simply to be uncloathed, But, 2. To be 
avec cloathed _=_ And 3. That Mortality may be 
m- ſwallowed up of Life 
yo. I. The itate and Temper of good men, 
or or real Chriſtians, while they are in the 
> UE Body, They are burdened, and therefore 
groan for deliverance. We that are in this 
earthly Tabernacle, Or, as the exprefhion is 
ver. 8. While we are at home in the Body, pre- 
ſent in the Body, or While we converſe and 
Sojourn in the Body, W hich he calls an earth- 
ly Houſe, ver. 1. But becauſe it is no cer- 
tain fixed Dwelling, he adds the other 
jf tcrm, of a Tabernacle. While we dwell in 
< this little Fabrick, framed at firſt out of 
'E the duſt of the earth, as were the Worms, 
"JE who arc therefore our Kindred and Re- 
J lations, and they were formed before 
J the Creation of man. While we are in 
this earthly Tabernacle, whoſe foundation is 
Nin che duſt , Whoſe matter 1s not more 
excellent than that of the Beaſts that pe- 
riſh. An earthly Tabernacle, not only asto 
he its original, but is ſuſtained and 1epaired 
Fr by carthly things, and ere 
[long to be refolved into 145 Pſalm 4. 
Earth again; This mf ſhall 1%gE<cl. 7. 
| 3 


be 
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be turned to earth, as it was, and the Syirit 
ſhall return to God, While we are in this 
earthly Houſe we groan, and long for a rc- 
moval; we carneltly cover, 
gWatouw delire and wait for, a bet- 
ter Dwelling, and a better 
State ; we pant, and breath, and long 
for it, from the Faith and Hope of what 
God has 1evealed, concerning the upper, 
better World, and the future Felicity of 
all that believe in Chriſt, where we look 
for another fort of Bodies, and another 
kind of Life : ghis is that we alpire and 
groan after, and would fain obtain. 


SE C TI. IV. 


2. He deſcribes the matter of ſu.hs 
Defire, and the juſt limits of it; in three 
Expreſſions. 1, Negatively, Not far that we 
would be uncloathed;, i. e. 1. Not Simply to 
dye, for dying ſake ; Not mecrly to bc 
rid of the Body, and to live without any: 
As we are a ſort of Creatures made up of 
Soul and body, the ſeparation of theſe 
two cannot 1n it ſelf, for irs own ſake, be 
defirable z we have a natural, innocent, 
unavoidable Averſion to Deats, as ſuch 3 
And as it is a Penalty, and the fruit of 
Sin, (as even to the beſt man ir is, ) there 
cannot but bs ſame unwillingneſs to tre 

OW- 
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however Ft it berto be defired otherwiſe, 
on the account of the Gonlſequences of 
Death. All the Faith and Reaſon in the 
world cannot make Death to be nopenalty, 
$o neither is it poſſible that any man can 
reaſon or believe himſelf intoa love of 
Pain and Dearh as ſuch. Therefore it is 
not ſimply to 5e uncloathed, to have Soul 
and Body ſeparated, thar is here defied. 
Itisnot a perpetual ſtate of being wuhout 
a Body ; For he defircs to be cloathed upon, 
and not found naked. Our gale is io ſtated, 

that our Souls arc to be Tloathed upon 

with a Body, and we cannot but defire 

that the union of the Soul and body ſhould 

be preſerved ; and in the ſtare of Separa- 

tion there is ſome hankering of the Soul 

after the body, Some ſuch Deſire of re- 

gaining that Reunion. 


SECT. Y. 


mr rrr—_— 


2, Neither is it meerly a earinefs of 
this preſent Life, by reaſon of the Burden 
of ſorrows and Sufferings, which the 
Apoſtle and other Chriſtians mer with 
in it, that makes them thus to groan : For 
ifhe might be further ſerviceabie to the 
intereſt of Chriſt, and therein be accepred 
and- pleaſing to him, he declates, wer 5g. 


that he war willing toliye. He profefles his 
rcadinels 


p_— mn = > OY OATS ET 


© or we regen ITT oa. 


> 


' not to theAof Diflolution it ſe]lt,without 
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ts om, 


readineſs to prefer the Salvation of may 
Souls, and his being inſtrumental to thei 
happineſs, befere the haſtening of his op1 
He knew that God may have as muct 
Service in our Lives, in an afflicted ſuffer 
ing State, as in a proſperous Condition 
he knew That we may glorifie God in 
Sickneſs, and in a Priſony, as much, 0 
more than in health or liberty 2 And thit 
to bear any of our Trials and Burden 
well, and to honour God by a Chriſtian 
Deportment under them,is better thant 
be delivered gHis Deſire therefore to tl 
bleed State, which was in expeRation,wa 


reference to what would follow.-He de- 
ſires not ſo much the end of this Life, 
whatever he now ſuffered, as the blelled- 
neſs of the next Life,which he hoped for. | 
was not an A*nihilation, to put a period to 
his preſent ſufferings,but a happy Change, 
which ke groan'd tor; Not a Ruin, but a 
temporary diſſolution of this <artbly 
Hou!ſc,in order to an Eternal Adyantage; 
Not a bare privation of ' this Life, but a 
paſſage to a better, He doth not groan ſo 
much, from the Senſe of preſent El, as 
by reaſon of the Abſence of his moſt deſired 
Good. He was not ſo much burdened by 
what he felt, and could not avoid, or re- 
move. asby what he foreſaw and expect 
WER: on out Beret l 


o th 


A 
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ed, and could not yet Enjoy : He mult 
dye firſt, and have the old Houſe pull'd 
down, before he could reach that com- = 
pleat Felicity, which he ſo carneſtly af 
pires after, | 


SECT. VI 


2. It istherefore further expreſt,asthat 
which he groaned and longed for, viz. 
to be Cloathed upon, To lay aſide this mean 
and little, troubleſome Garment, for a 
more beautiful and commodious one; 
To have this earthly Houſe diffolyed, 
and moulder into duſt, with the Ex- 
pettation of reaſſuming Another, or the 
Same with a glorious Change. And in that 
ſenſe the Expreffion, verſe 3. may be un- 
derſtood . I hat being thus cloathed , that 
Is, with ſuch a glorified Body, we may 
net be found Naked, or without any Body 
at all. Though * ſome carry the ex- 
preſhon , Deſiring to be cloathed upon, as 
wiſhing not -ro put off this Body art all, 
but ro be in the number of thoſe, who 
{hall be found alive at the coming of Chriſt to 
Judement, which ſome of the Diſciples 
of Cliriſt expeted, by a miſtake of what 


——————, 


nd 


* A, B, Cant. 3, Vol, Serm. 6th. 


he 
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ke faid concerning St. Zokn, If 7 will that 
> tarry till I come, And ſothe words may 
be rcad, If fo be that we ſhall be found cloath- 
e?, and not naked ; T hat is, if at Chrilts 
coming we ſhall be found Alzze, and rot 
Dead; and fo have this mortal corrupri- 
:ie Body, changed into a Spiritual Glo- 
riois and Immortal one, without Dying. 
Y hether that was the ſenſe of the A- 
polile, or not, I ſhall diſcourſe of rheſfe 
woras, as the common Sentiment of real 
Chriſtzans, who have no hope of Living 
till the end of the World, but expeQ to 
dye Cre it be long, and carneſtly deſire a 
future Bleffedneſs for Soul and Body in 
another Life; and therefore when they 
lay down this Body in the Duſt, they 
£r6an to be cloathed upon, to have thele vile 
Bodics made like the glorious Body of 
Chrilt; or, as the Apoſtle himſelf ex- 
prefſes it, Io have thzs Cor- 
; Cor. 15. $3. Tptible put on Incorrugtiony and 
thrs Mortal put on 1mortaltty. 
Fac pitting off there, is the fame with 
rhe being cloathed upon here, T1 hat is,they 
groan to have this preſent State changed 
tor tac Felicity and Glory of that future 
S:are. which Chriſt hath given them to 
*xp:, both for Soul ang Body 1n ano- 
Tcr Lie, 


SECT 
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3. There is yer another Expreſſion, 
which riſech higher, That Mortality may 
be ſwallowed up of Life. T har 

which is Mortal. This our Tv I0nrov 
mortal Life, which is ſubjet 

to Dangers, Afiftions and Death it ſelf, 
That this may be Swaltowed up of Life, as 
is that which is Imperfe&t, by that which 
is Perfe& ; as Infancy and Childhood by 
Maturity and Manhood, or as Darkneis 
is ſwallowed up in Light. The mean- 
ing is, that our low Animal Life may be 
changed into an Heaveniy one ; that our 
frail, ſhort, and tranſitory Life may be 
changed into an Immorral, Eternal one ; 
that the Corruption and Mortality, which 
our Bodies are liable ro, and which re- 
main in them while- they are in thc 
Grave, may be removed ; Or, accord- 
ing to the Apoſtles Phraſe, That Death may 
be ſwallowed up in Viftory, nay be finally, 
pertectly, and for ever Deſtroyed : For fo 
the expreſſion does import, and is often 
rendered in other places, * for ever : And 


— mm 
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that 
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that includes the ReſurreCtion of the 
Body to an happy State, as one part of this 
Deſire. For it by Dying we are more 
miſerable than before,. Death is not ſwal- 
towed up in Yifory, it rather is too hard 
for us, and gains a Yidfory over us. But 
if our ſtate be bettered by Death, not on- 
Iy as to our Souls, bur our very Bodtes are 
alſo to be raiſed again to a glorious Life; 
if when Death hath done its utmoſt, our 
Souls pals into a State of Reſt and Bl1fs, to 
be compleated in a glorious Reſurredion of 


the Body, and to be continued and increaſ- þ 


ed toall Eccrnity , we are then YViforious 
over Death, Death may be ſaid to be ſwal- 
lowed up in Viftory, or Mortality ſwallowed 
up of Everlaſting Life. 


CHAP. 


4a © 


Ta » a - ©, 


WF ._ %% PR. 


——— 


f the 
ff this 
more 
{wal- 
hard 
Bur 
C ON> 
Ss are 
Life; 
our 
(s, to 
on of 
"cal- 
r10US 
wal- 
wed 


—  — — — ——_— 


— 


13- 


 ——_—_— 


Death a Delt verance. 


L—_— 


CHAP. Il 


The Method and Deſign of the following Diſ- 
courſe. Good men in the preſeat ſtate are 
burdened with their Sins, and Sufferings, ſo 
as to groan for Delwerance. 


— 


— 


SECT.L 


After this Paraphraſe and Explication 


| of the werds, that which I deſign as the 


Ground of my following diſcourſe, istlns, 
That it becomes the State, and Frame, of real 
Chriſtians, while they are burdened in theſe 
mortal Bodies, earneſtly to defire a better, anIm- 
mortal . Life, wherein the Body, as well as the 
Soul, ſhall be gloriouſly Changed. | 

In diſcourſing of this, I ſhall &rſt ſhow, 
That ſuch is. the preſent State of good 
men in theſe Bodies, that they groan un- 
der manifold - Burdens, that may well 
make them long for Deliverance, H.T hat 
they have the certain ExpeQation of a' 
better State and Life, after the diflolution 
of this earthly Tabernacle by Death. 
II. That it is agreeable to the I emper of 
aChriſtian Spirit, ſo far asrenewed and 


# ſanQified, to long for that better State and 


Life,beyond the Grave, IV. That it is not 
: ſuch 


wn” rx, 4 tk. LS Woa—_ 
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ſuch a State and Life, wherein they ex- 
ped to be without any Body atall ; butto 
have their Bodits raiſed, and changed. and 
glorified 3 To be cloathed upon with an 
Houle from Heayen, and to have mor- 
tality ſwallowed up in Life. The con- 
{ideration of theſe particulars will make 
way for the praftical Application, ſuira- 
ble to this ſolemn Occaſion, on which 1 
am deſired to preach on this Text. 


S&T, =. 


Firſt, That ſuch is the preſent ſtate of 
good Men in theſe Bodies,thatthey groan 
under manifold Burdens, which may well 
make them long for Deliverance. I need 
not run far into the common Theme of 
the Miſeries of humane Life, which 
every one feels, or knows of thoſe that 


— 


do: Our Sufferings and our Sins, while 


in this earthly Tabernacle, will be ſuffi- 
cient to be conſidered under this head, 

1. Our Sorrows, and Sufferings, while 
in the Body. Our early 1 ears when we 
come into the Wortd prognoſticate a 
good ſhare of theſe to be expeRted. Not 
to mention the Vexation of diſappoint- 
ment in our Temporal Injoyments, as 
2a great parc of this Burden; the aftual 
Sociows and Aﬀictions which all Fs 

O 


won 
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of, are very many, and great, heavy and 
aftlitive 3 they are ſuch as exrorr the 
Cries, and Tears, and Complaints, of 
all forts of Perſons. The little pica- 
ſure and joy we mect with, is mixed with 
an alloy of Sorrow ; but our Sorrows 
a: more numerous, weighty,and unmix- 
ed; many ſad Occurrences, vexing Pat- 
lions painful and afiive Dilcaſes, every 
week diſquier us, Carcs confume us, 
Fears devours us, Grict ſeizeth as every 
way, and ſometimes from ſuch Evils, as 
nothing but the Hope of Heaven can {up- 
port us under: No other balm can cure 
lome of our Wounds. So that ex!, as 
well as fer, are the deys of the years of our 
Pilgrimage z and the preſent 

World, on thisaccount, miy 47: Gen: 7+ 
well be called an evil World, » 9 + 


The very Neceſſities, Infirmitics and 
Pains of theBody ate a continual Bur- 
den, eyen ſuch as belong toour Humanity, 
and are common to Men; befades the 
many more and greater, we are often cx» 
poſed to as Chriſtians, for the ſake of 
Chriſt,and the Profeſſion of the T rith,ro 
Indignitics and Injuries of all forts, from 
the Malice of the Devil and the Per- 
yerted World, whom he nferh as his In- 
firyments, But we need agt other Crea* 

| eures 


- How much of our time mult it take up! 


"76  Deatha Deliverance; 


—— EE...  . 


tures to fail us, and Friends to grieve us, i 4 
or Enemies to hate us, or Satan to mo- ff, 
teſt us, or the World to deceive us ; this ſs, 
very Body,this earthly Houſe, is ſubje@ to. Y,} 
ſo many Calamities, as may .make us ,} 
weary of it, and groan to be delivered: W.. 


How much pains and labour muſt we be 
at about it ! How much grief and ſorrow 
muſt it undergo ! How many ways do 
pain and ſickneſs enter ! By every Meme 
ber, and cyery part of the Body, and this 
1s communicated to the W hotkey, and we hq 
cannot but feel ir: If the body be pinch Ko, 
with hunger and thirſt, the Soul is reſtlels Kg; 
rill it procure a ſupply : If the one be 
fick, the other is fad. The Soul is af- on 
feed with the wants of the Body, and 
for the moſt part Inordinately, and fin- 
fally Thoughtful, and calls out the Soul 
to attend upon the ſeveral Paſſions of Toy 
the Body, filling it with Deſtres, Plea- 

{ures, Griefs, Fears, Angers, oc. Which 
hinder our Knowledg of God, ſeryice 
of him, and Communion with him. bk 


' It any wonder if they that do fo, groan ny 


to put off the Shooe that pinches: them, ron 
that they may. be Weary, and. Pained, hs +] 
and cold, and thirſty, aiflited and griev- 
e> no more 2 Can we find this preſen! 
dwelling ſo yery inconyenient, and p a 1 


Wear in their Sufferings, as being t 
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deſire to. have ſomething better? Do 
we not find -the *- Body a clog to the 
Soul, when it- would run ; a Manacle to 
the Soul, that woul'd- work ; a ſnare to 
the Soul that would be free 3 a Fetrer ro 
cvain it to Earthly and Material things, 
&c. Do we not owt theſe and the like 
Burdens to be innuinerable, heavy, and 
inevitable, and is it ſtrange we ſhould 
"ng for Faſe 2 How ſmall a Portion of 
Time is it, wherein our own Sickneſs, or 
that of our Relations and Fr ends, doth 
not diſquiet us! Their AfﬀMiftions, Sor- 
rows and Sufferings., or our own, are 
ontinual Burdens; and the more we love 
hem, the more we are intereſted in what 
oncerns them, and the greater _ we 
e more 
affected with theit Miſeries. And yer 
20d knows all this is needful t» keep 
town the Eove of this World, take off 
ur. undue AﬀeRions to Earthly things, 
and raiſe our Thoughts ro ſomething 0- 
her and better, than 1s here to be had. 
O! How many do we know, and have 
mowng, who gro4n under theſe Burdens 


From the Diſorders and Pains of rhe Body 
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s the Harbingers of Death ! Eſpecial] 
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Under the weakneſs,, La nguiſhingand de- 
C:ys.of . Old Age: For even a Diſcaſed and 
Conſumed Body in tivat cafe, tho it be 
1-5 Tempring, 1s not the leſs troubleſome, 
but the more ſo, even to make them 
weary of Liie. | 

Our days are grief and ſorrow, trouble 
and affliction, that we may be made tg 
know we are not at home, but ſtrangers 
here; while JIfrael dwelt in a fruitful 
Goſhen, they might be Tempted to for- 
get the Promiſed Eznd, but their Diff 
culties, Dangers and Conflifts in the Wil- 
derneſs would not ſufter 'em to miſtake 
a Deſart for a Canaan. 

© What is the daily condition of out 
© Fleſh, as * one well expreſſes it, but 
© Weakneſs and Suffering, with Care and 
© Labour to prevent much worſe, whick 
© yet we know cannot be avoided ? The 
© Sorrow of many a Man's Lite has made 
© him wiſh he had neyer been born; and 
© why ſhould he not be as willing to dye, 
* which doth ten thouſand times more for 
© him, if he be a real Chriſtian, than to 
© be unborn would have done. Not 4 
© Relation ſo comfortable , but hath its 
* diſcomforts. Not a Friend ſo ſuitable, 
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* Mr. Baxter of Self-denial, Chap, 39, 
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znd M* bur hath fome diſcordancy ; nor any fo 
be Bf amiable/and fweer, bur hath fomerhing 
me, © croubleſome and' bitter ; not a place fo 
xem ©* pleaſant and commodious, but hath its 
© unfieneſs and difcommodities ; Not a So- 
able * ciety ſo good and regular, but hath its 


e to Corruptions : and Irregularities, And 
gers I} ſhould we be loath to Jeave ſuch a Life 


icful I as this ? When the 'Fruit is Ripe, 
for- {ſhould it not be Gathered > When the 
Diff IF Corn is Ripe, would you have it grow 
Wil-W there, and not be Cur? When we arc 


begotten again to the hopes of Immor- 
= tality, ſhould we be fo - deſirous to ſtay 
our in the Womb > Is it not another kind 
bur of Lite which we ſhall have with God ? 
e and} Are they nor purer Conforrs that ſtay 
ovhickK for us above > But if you will not have 
The the Grapes to be Gathered and Preſt; 
made how can. you expett to have the Wine 
| and ff Mechinks our Fleſh ſhould have enough 
 dyc | ©r< this time of Sickneſs, and Pain, and 
we for} Want'y and- Croffes, and ſhould be 
jan toll} onrented- to: Ilye down in hope of the 
Not aff Day when the:ie ſhall be no more. 
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ll. Upon the account of Sin they are 
« mote burdened. The frequent com- 
but Þuiffion of fip, rhe w_ of unpatdoned br, 
, 2 the 
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Under the weakneſs,, La.nguiſhingand de- 
C:ys.of . Old Age: For even a Diſcaſed and 
Conſumed Body in tivat cafe, tho it be 
1-5 Tempring, 1s not the leſsrroubleſome, 
but the more fo, even to make them 
weary of Liic. 

Our days are grief and ſorrow, trouble 
and afflition, that we may be made tg 
know we are not at home, but ſtrangers 
here ; while JIfrael dwelt in a fruitful 
Goſhen, they might be Tempted to for- 
get the Promiſed Eznd, but their Diff 
culties, Dangers and Conflifts in the Wil- 
derneſs would not ſufter 'em to miſtake 
a Deſart for a Canaan. 

© What is the daily condition of our 
© Fleſh, as * one well expreſſes it, but 
© Weakneſs and Suffering, with Care and 
© Labour to prevent much worſe, whictt 
© yet we know cannot be ayoided 2 The 
© Sorrow of many a Man's Lite has made 
© him wiſh he had neyer been born; and 
© why ſhould he not be as willing to dye, 
* which doth ten thouſand times more for 
© him, if he be a real Chriſtian, than to 
* be unborn would have done. Not 4 
© Relation ſo comfortable , but hath its 
* diſcomforts. Not a Friend ſo ſuitable, 
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and If bur hath fome diſcordancy ; nor any ſo 
t be * amiable/and fweer, bur hath fomerhing 
me, * croubleſome and' bitter ; not a place fo 
hem M* pleaſant and commodious, bur hath its 
© unfitnefs and difcommodities ;. Not a So- 
© ciety ſo good and regular, but hath its 
© Corruptions : and Irregularities, And 
* ſhould we be loath to leave ſuch a Life 
as this? When the 'Fruit is Ripe, 
 for- ſhould: it not be Gathered 2 When the 
Difk- I Corn is Ripe, would you have it grow 
Wil-F there, and not be Cur2 When we are 
ſtake IM begotten again to the hopes of Immor- 

tality, ſhould we be fo deſirous to ſtay 
r our inthe Womb > Is ic not another kind 
buff Lite which we ſhall have with God? 
e and Arc they: nor purer Comforts that ſtay 
hich or usabove? Bur if you will not have 
| Thef the Grapes to be Gathered and Preſt; 
made how can you expett to have the Wine? 
; and Methinks our Fleſh ſhould have enough 
0 dye ©f< this time of Sickneſs, and Pain, and 
Yee for} Want's and- Croffes, and ſhould be 
1 4n tof} ©Ontented- to Ilye down in hope of the 
Not aff Pay when thele ſhall be no more. 
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Il. Upon the account of Sin they are 
« mote burdened. TI he frequent com- 
Fiſſion of fin, the fears of unpatdoned fc, 
p- [1 6 
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the remainders of Indwelling fin, &c, 
are a conſtant burden to a. Chriſtian 
while in the Body. They are ,icnlivic 
how ſhort and ſmall, how weak and low, 
their Knowledg of God, and Love to him 
are; how imperfetly and defetively they 
ſerve him here, in compariſon: of what 
their Bretheren aboye do: And they are 
ſenſible, rhat much of this ariſes from the 
Body, that it is no wonder if they- arc 
willing to be WUncloathed, "They find 
it not only a troubleſome, but a danger: 
ous Companion, as that which. hinder 
them from many hours Communion 
with God; that clogs, and diverts, and 
interrupts their Service of God, and En- 
joyment of him: So that even the belt 
and * holicſt Men have owned they had 
much ado to refran from wiſhing they}; 
had never been born, even when at rhe... 
ſame time they knew that thought to be 
{linful. The 1ntereſt of this Body ſtand 
in ſuch competitibn with God and out 
Souls, ſince the entrance of fin ; we ati 
expoled, and temprced, and drawn to {ir 
{o many ways by means of the Body, b 
our Senſes, Appetires, and Imagination 
as may jultly make us groan for Deliyet 
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ance. Allthe obje&s of ſenſe abour ns in 
every Condition, our Food, an@fCloatir- 
ing, our Houles and Eſtates, Friends and 
Relations, and our Selves, moſt of all, 
yeild' us Temptations ?Aid- the more 
Holy and SanCtihed any are, the more 
apprehenfiye they muſt needs be of this 
Burthen ; their Spirits are*more tender, 
Eirthly things are more unſuitable, God's 
diſpleaſure! is more Fear'd,'fſo''that they 
would rather” chufe to be freed from fin, 
than to be Poſſeflors of the whole World. 
The clearer Light rhey- have 'of the evil 
of Sin,” and: the more unfeigned their 
Love to God and Chriſt is, who is diſho- 
noured and difpleaſed by ir,” and the more 
ardent their Deſires are, to be like him, 
and pleaſe him, and the more lively their 
Hopes arc of living with- him for ever, 
this makes this Burthen of Sin to be ſo 
much the more intolerable. 

And even Temprations to ſ{ingtho they | 
prevail not, are a part of their Burden ; 
tis grievous toa:good man to be continu- 
ally follicited and rempred by the World, 
Fleſh, and Devil, ro diſhonour and diſo- 
bry the Lord: : And where are we with- 
out ſuch Tempration> We can hardly 
open our Eycs and Ears, but we meet with 
one, 
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So that this is one great conifideration 
that moyes them 'to deſire, and chule to 
be diſſolved, that they may 41n no more, 
and be rempred aq more, that they may 
grieve the Spirir of- Grace no . more, and 
interrupt. their own Peace, and Joy, and 
Communion with God and Ghriſt , no 
more for evers 

Yea, notwithſtanding the Morrification 
of the Fleſh,and'the Lite of Faith ſincerely 
begun, arid carried on ; yet the finful dr 
ſempers of-'our ;Fpirits, oft frequent de 
cays and back-flidings, our low atrait: 
ments'in Grace and Comfort, are owing 
very much 4o this Body, as:the Spring, o 
at leaſt the occafien of them ; our tloth 
and negligence, our eager Paſſions, inor- 
dinatc Cares, and Fears, and Griefs, yea, 
our general” Dilinclination and Averſion 
to Spiritual .and Heavenly things, att 
much from this fleſh, this .carthly Houſe 
of our Tabernacle. | 


SE CT. IV. 


Let me ſumup this Head, in-the ex 


cellent words of * another on this Subject 


* Who can refle, ſays be, upon this pre: 


US 
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+ My, Aowe, of Bleſſeaneſs, p. 493. ” 
+ &> $ cl 


yea, 
ecſion 


5, Art 


-loult 


Death a Deltverance. 23 

© ſent State, and not be in pangs and 

groans afteic a better 2 Eſpecia ly on the 
* account of the Spiritual Grievances of 
*Chriſtians, the darkneſs of our becloud- 
*ed minds, the glimmering and incficeftu- 
Cal Apprehenſions we have of the moſt 
* important things , the inconiiſtency of 
C our ſcattered Thoughts when we would 
* apply them to Spiritual Objegs, the 

| UT | 

* great difficulty of working off ay / frame 
of Heart, and the no lels difficulty of re- 
"taining a good one, our belng fo often toſt 
*as between Heaven and Heli, that when 
*we have bcen raiſed, and hope to de- 


4 


| © ſcend no more, we are all on a ſuddain 


CT ohunged in the Ditch, ſo that our own 
*Cloarhs abhor us. How often do re- 
*pell'd 'Temprations return again , and 
© vanquiihed Corruprtions recover {trengrh, 
*that we know not when our work is 
* done ! We are miſerable that we need be 
always watching , and more miſcrable 
* that we cannot watch, but are fo often 
* ſurpriſed and overcome of evil. Weſay 
*{amerimes we will ſcek relief in Retire- 
* ment, but we cannot Retire from our 
klves; Or in converſe with Godly 


| * Friends, but they often prove Snares to 


*us, and weto them, or we hear but our 
© own Sins and Miſeries repeated in rhe:r 
*Complaintss Would we Pray , how 
C 4 * faiur 
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* faint is the Breath we utter! How long 
* is it e're we can get our Hearts poſſeſt 
* with any becoming Apprehenſions of 
? God, or lively ſenſe of our own Con- 
* cernments !' - So for Meditgtion , when 
*we would compoſe' our Thoughts, we 
* may as' well attempt 'to' hold the 
* Wind in our fiſt, | 96 And would 
we then out of Choice continue in ſuch 
a ſtate as this,” under ſo many Bur- 
dens, and of ſuch a Nature? How 
it that we do not cry ovt more' feel- 
inglv, O wretched man that I am! Wh 
fhall deliver me from this ' Body of Neath: 
Nothing bur the belief and Expe&ation 
of another and better ſtate can ſupport 
us under theſe Burdens; and that 1s next 
RR”: ITT 7 
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CH AP. Ill 


Chriſtians | have; a certain - Expectation of a 
better State aid Life after this ;, and may 
be comfortably perſuaded of their own Title in 


particular; | 


<— 
Li 


"SECT, 1 


Hat -real Chriſtians have 
7, the certain ExpeQation of 
a better State and Life, after . the Difſolu- 
tion of this Earthly 'Tabernable. 1. As 
to the thing itſelf, ſuch a better State is 
Certain. 2. As to Particular Chriſtians, 
they may have a certain Expe&tarion of it, 
as tothemſelyes. Let us Conſider, 


| Secondly, 


\ 1, The Ohbjefive Certainty, That there 
Is ſuch a betrer State , and Life beyond 
the Grave.. Were there no ſuch Ex- 
pen, of all Creatures in the World, 
Men were the moſt Miſerable, and ſc- 
rious Chriſtians, and the Wiſeſt and mot 
Knowing Men, would be ** moſt fo. 
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26 © Death a Delfverance. : 
The preſent Vanity of Life were & 
nough to make us regret" It, if nothing 
more or better were to be expected, we 
could not but always. live in dread and 
fear of Death ; we ſhould not enjoy our 
ſelves here,. and yet would be afraid 
lofing our ſelves for cver hereafter, 

*©We were miſerable indeed in thi 
© Life,” it there were no ſuch Future Stat 
* of Immortality to be expeted. From 
*the higheſt pitch of humane Felicity 
© there could. be: nothing bur a ſad pro 
n pa of rhe mony Regions of Ever: 
© laſting Death and Darkneſs, Wha 
© can {upportthe mind under ſuch a view! 
* Or -ſcatter- our black and Melancholy 
* Apprchenſions about it > When wht 
*think that after a ſhor: Muſhrome Lic, 
© we muſt return to Duſt and Silence, andfſ 
be forever buricd in the horror and loath: ( 
© ſomeneſsof the Grave. This will dah ; 
© and diſturb all our Joys, and ſpoil the, 
© Cheerfulncſsand Tranquility of our Spi- 
Crits in 'a proſperous State. This will 

© double all che Milceries of Life, for uns 
*der them to think co ferch relief fromy,. 
* dying, is(ſuch another Kind of Comtort, 


- | th 
* Dr. Parker, .Demonfication of the Law of Natw6 
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* as if you ſhould tell aMan in a Storm at 
'Sea, that there is no hope of allaying the 
Tempeſt. but when you are Drown'd,che 
p* "Storm will trouble younolonger. This 
"will be an intolerable Accefhon to the 

1 *Joad of prefent calamity, to confider the 
"Period of Life is ſo ſhort and Fading, 
*and that ſo much of 1ſo hitle fhould be 
"loft and worn away in Sorrow and Mi- 
t{ery, and to deſpair of any Remedy or 
| bDeliverance, butih Eternal Death. *Tis 
_ * much more Eligiblenever to have been 
F* borng than only to Grieve, and fitffer a 
Wha "while,,and Dye;to dro aTear.and vent 


1.1.8 my, Tempeſtuous World, and ther diſ- 
chal *appear, and ſink back into Nothing. 

' Bur al who own any thing of Reli- 
gion, acknowledg {omewhat of an im- 
© morcal State 3 the poor Heathens chem- 
ſelves had ſome nottices' of it ; the Jews 
in their feyeral Generations belieyed it: 
.Jand the very Tiyht of Nature will do 
much to manifeſt that ſuch a difference 
there will be hereafter between a Man 
and a Beaſt, between the Good and Bad, 
between the final Srate Of rhoſe thar love, 
and pleale, and ſerve -God, and of thoſe 
that diſobey his known will. For who can 
acknowledg and own a God, as Maker 
and Goycrnour of the World, the _ 


fa Groan,' and pals alittle time in a Stor- 
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and Righteous Judge of all, and think 
he will rnra Men promiſcuouſly into Hea 
ven, or Hell at random, without diltin: 
guiſhing between. Fricnds and Encmics, 


Rightequs and wicked, or that hel neither 


Reward or Puniſh ; that there ſhall be 
no ſtate of Happincis for the one ſort, vr 
of Miſery for the other. - Belides the Te: 
ſtimony of Conſcience, as to the Hope 
and Fears of theſe things in anorxke! 
World, is of weight in-this caſe. 

But I hope I nced nor here be large, 
when I ſpeak to ſuch as profels to belieye 
the Bible; and there it is as certain as that 
Gad is, true, who hath declared -it; ot 
that Chriſt was. feat of God, who- hat 
rauzhe-it; as true, as that he died, and 
zoe again, and aſcended to Heaven; and 


that all his Apoſtles and Followers haye 


lived and dicd in the Expettation of ſuch 
a State, The Reſurreion of the body] 
gra'1t, was not fo plain an Article before 
the coming of Chriſt ; but a general ſtate 
of Rappineſs for Hely Perſons 1a another 
Wo: li! no Chriſtians will deny : And our 
Lord has proved the perſonal Capacity of 


. future Kewards, by..che DoCtrine of the 


Immortality of the Soul, and the Reſur 
r2<tion of the boly, and by an account 
of the manner, of the, Admizittration of 
thele Rewards," as mare znchoate ang pat- 


ticularh * 
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CC 


ticular at Death, more univerſal'and con- 
ſummare at Judgment, in the great day 
of Retribution. - All the DoArines of the 
Goſpel concerning Chriſt, do ſuppoſe cr 
aſcertain this, He came into the World 
to purchaſe our Right and Title to ſuch a 
blefſed State, and went to Heaven again 

to plead, and proſecute, and apply, an 

beſtow it. So that ſuch a thing 1s Certain, 
and may be expected, by all the Fo'low- 
ers of Chrift. It is ascertain and unqueſti- 
onable as the Word ard Oath of God 
can wake it : much more Certain, than 
if aMcfſenger from theDead did come and 
te]] you ſo: For the manitold witnefles 
of the Holy Ghoſt to the Divine Com- 
miſſibn of Chriſt , and the truth of the 
Goſpel, is'a much greater thing, and 
more credible , than any ſuch tranſient 
Teſtimony could be, Bur 1 ſhall nor in- 
filt on this, the Devils themſelves believe 
it, and prove it 3 for if there be no Hea- 
Vens there 1s NO Hell. | 


SE CI. 


Seeondly , Particular Chriſtians may 
have a certain ExpcQation of this happy 
State beyond. the Grave. We know, ſays 
the Apoſtle, that zz have a Building in Hea- 
21, when this earthly Tabernacle ſhal: 
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be diſſolved, , He know, and are aſſured o 
it, Itisathing fo cyident and manifeſ}, 
it is capable of being demonſtrated. Ir is 
not my bare Opinion, but the comman 


ſenſe of all the Followers of Chriſt, buik x 


on ſuch graunds; that we are ready tg 
venture our Lives, andall that is dear to 
us, upon this believing ExpeQation. And 
becauſe we know we rs another better 
Building reſerved in Heayen for us, we 
therefore groan and long to be there ; we 
bave a Building in Heaven , though we 
are yet on Earth : As he that hath ,an E- 
ſtare in another Kingdom or Country, 
may call both hzs «yn, though he cannat 
dwell in both at once; nay though ic may 
be he muſt travel.a great way, and crols 


the Seas, before he can reach to one of; 


them. | 
Particular Chriſtians may be certain, 
The Apoſtle often declares it as to him- 
ſelf, and all the Children of God have a 
Title ro the Inheritance,they have Deeds 
and Evidences to ſhow for it, they have 
the Will and Teſtament of their Lord 
and Maſter to produce, and they have 
the Seal of his Spirit, as a witneſs in their 
Hearts, which is the Earneſt of the Inheri- 


tance, whereby they are ſealed to the day 


Redemttion, 


Sanfti- 


$a 
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— i Sanftifying Grace is called an In: 
'd f Weurtal, Incorruptible Seed , 
(ell, Wand they that are partakers 1 Pet. 1. 13, 
It 5 hf it have Eternal Life abiding 
non 8: them, becauſe this preſent = John 3. 13, 


uit i if begun ſhall be perfected 

' Win Glory, This Scal of the Holy Spirir 
r 10 Wn the Soul, is the Earneſt of the heavenly 
And MW: berirance , to manifeſt how ſure and 
oct ertain it is, as well as a forctaſte to prove 
We Show good. He have an Houſe in Heaven, 
We Building not made with hands. We 
WC have it as our own, we are fo certain of 
1 E-Bf., as we reckon our ſelves in ſome ſenſe 
TY, Glrcady in Poffefſion. We abide, it is 
_ rue, for a while in this earthly Dwel- 


ng; but we have another and a better 
rols a. Building of God; not made 


oule 
06 Keith Hands, aud we long ©O be there. 
in | zS TH 
m- 
{ 4 


They that can make out the unfeigned- 
© Fefs of their Faith in Chrift, and the fin- 
we crity of their Love to him ; who can dil- 
rd Bern thetruth of their SanQification, who 
an perceive the Image of God upon their 
douls, his Impreſs, Charafter and Seal, 
laving turned their Hearts from the 
' 7 World and Sin,to God, an4 Holineſs, and 

cayen, with an anſwerable Conyerſati- 
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on in , Simplicity. and Godly Sincerity; 
they may have. a ſubjective Cerrainty.gf 
this, by the . Teſtimony, of Conſcienc 
and the concurrent Witneſs of the Spiri 
enabling them to diicern the Truth & 
their Grace : my may know th-ir ot 
intereſt in the Premiſe, and argue itt 
their Comfort, from the qualifications of 
ſuch to whom the Promiſe is made. [I & 
not ſay that All do reach to an aftual Cer 
tainty, and full perſwaſton ; the genery 
liry we find do not ; but ſuch a thing! 
attainable, and all ſhould Labour after it; 
And did we ſcek it in the.right way, en 
deayouring, by the exerciſe and increak 
of Grace, to know the truth of ir, more 
would reach this, than commonly. do 
And then more would long, and groan 
and deſire to be uncloathed of this Earth] 
Tabernacle, that they may be cloathedÞu! 
upon with an Houſe from Heaven, andſ*m 
Mortality be ſwallowed up of Li 
Which brings me to conſider the Thi 
thing I propoſed to ſpeak to. 


hy 
= 


et 
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; deſire and-long for @ bleſſed State and Life 
Wl baped the Grave, proved to be ſuitable t0 
, the Temper of & Chriſtian Spirit. 


tl 


-” 


SECT. L 


ingalf 0. "Þ Hat iris fuitable to che Tem® 
per of a Chriftian Spirir, fo 
as renewed and ſanQified, :ro- delire 
8d long for that better Stare and Life be- 
Wd the Grave, I know there may be 
11mpatient Senſe of preſent croubles, of 
1 1107dinate Fear of threatning Dangers 
d Calamiies, that may ' make ſome 
«fully deſtre ro be uncloathed , * make 
cm long for Death, and be'glad to find 
Grave. O. Lord, I befeach ' 
e, ſays Jonah take away my 4 Jonat! $ 
Fe ſrom me, for it #s betex for 
to che than to live, And my Soul chufeth 
wgling rather than Liſe, ſays 
y, _ _ apa the caſe 7% Fob 15, 
e, the Apoſtle goes uport © 
_ ther Principle; he groaned,- while in 
A PBs Tabernacle, for the glorious State 
"_  Fiich he believinely foreſaw. And eve- 
renewed Soul has a _ ſo to do, 
in 


_—_ 
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. who zs our Life ſhall appear, he has promi 
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in his new Nature, he is born from abory 
and his-very principles hay 
a tendency to Heaven, he i 
attempered and ſuired to th 
heavenly State: by that very Grace'whe 
by we are made Chriſtians, we are it 
{truſted to look for, and wait for, tit 
glorious appearance of the great God an 
our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, at which q 
pearatice we hope to be cleathed up 
with an Hou'c from Heaven : For when! 


«Vw Yev 


ed that we alſo ſhall appear in Glory. That 
cannot but delire and long for this 
they had no burden of Atiiftions and 
rows in the World , that made tneaþj 
groan for deliverance : For I am periviſhe; 
ded, that all the Confligs and Excrcil 
of the Apoltle Paul, either | by bod 
pains, or ,with enraged malicious Ea 
mics, neycr wrung ſuch a {igh from hin; 
as the conflict with his own: Corruption. 
O wretched Man that 'I am.! All-the pr 
ſures that-he ever met with in his earch 
Tabernacle, never made him groan 
much, as the burden of his own imp 
Fleſh, and his lamented diſtance from tl 
Lord. Thercfore conſider, 


hey 


Im 
'R 
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uy, 
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firſt, The Diſpoſition of a ſanified 
ul; as renewed by the No opirt, does 
icline and fit for this. II. 'The want of 
W| Conformity 'ro Chriſt, III. The 
ſe of our Diſtance from Him, while 
eare here. IV. The unequal Commu- 
cations of Light, and Grace, and Com- 
mn from God and Chriſt, which a real 


riſtiati doth now Experience, will 
Wil theſe Deſires, and make him groan 
Deliverance: 


d Saf Fr, There is ſuch « Diſpoſition in the 


ul, ſanified by Divine Grace, from 
nce ' ſuch Defires muſt needs reſult, 
hey have received the firſt Fruits of the 
rt as the Earneſt of more, and there- 
groan within themſelves, waiting for the 
loption; even the Redemption of the Body, 
m. 8, 23, They are now taken into 
ods Family, as his' Children, are born 
Sm above : But the moſt folemn Act of 
ir Adoptzon, is at the Jaft day , when 
re (ball be a full and final Deliverance 
Im all penal and afflitive Evil. Called 

: Redemprion of the Body, as Death is 
elaſt Fnemy ro be deſtroyed; and the 
dy,. till the Reſutrefion, is under the 
2 F. cc of Death: —-) a Redemption 


"WH Death a Ochiverance. : 
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becauſc it is done by vertue :of the priafhyc 
and rani'om which Chriſt; hath paid ſay 
us Having recetiyed the firſt Fruits of tiiffſh 
Spiris, they groan for the Adoption, th 
Redemption of the. Body.:; And by 
Spirit, they are ſaid to be ſealed unto the 
of Redemption , Eph, 4.:30:- The hi 
Spirit aſſures us of -\uch a- dzy. We 
now the Temples of rhe'holy Ghoſt; a 
he will not leave his own-Dwelling cat 
nually in the duſt. And by this hi 
Spirit all our Defires and Hopes of a b 
ſed Reſurreion are wrought'in us. Am 
the mighty Change which is madeW 
the Spirit, on the Souls of Belicyers, \ 
evidence the poſhbilicy of. that Char 
which is expe&ted as to their: Bodies: h 
to raiſe adead Soul to;ſpjtizual- Life, von! 
leaſt an equal Inſtance, 6k. glorious. BF 
cr, as toraile the Body fromthe Grave 
T his they may well groan for. as 1 
molt ſolemn a of their Adoption,ind 
formity ro Chriſt, their Head, who, 
ſome” obſerye,) though he were the 
of God b his maryellous Conceptia 
and owned to. be fo during. his Lite, $:m 
had the higheſt Declaration: of it athal 
Reſurref&ion.; Thou, art my Son, thi 
have T1 begotten. thee. In-like mann 
though. tbe Followers, of Ghrift .arc/nYicy 
owncd and ttcatcd as Children , yet i: 
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oſt publick Declaration cf the Tivine 
wour tow2rds them, will be at the laſt 


aid ily, when their Bodies ſhall be raiſed, 


$ Of tt 


nd all the Children of the ReſurreQion 


Wall be born in a day. They are now 
Wade meet by the Spirit, to te pattakets 
af the heavenly Inheritance, r Culof. 12. 


icy are Pow changed into the divine 
age, preparcd and fitted for the hea- 
nly State ; their Spiritual Life is ſup- 
ated by the delights and comforts of the 
her World, as the Animal Life is by 
ole of the preſent World, They know 
Mmewhat of the Excellency of it, they 


Wd ſomcthing in themſelycs that makes 


em value and delire it ; and by the lit- 


Fc Experience they have had , of the 


leaſure and Joy. of obeying God, and 


onv--5-.g with him, they conclude how 


ſpeakably berter it will be hereafter, 


Shen their Union and Communion ſhall 


compleat. 

The holy Nature they partake of by 
Lepeneration , as Mindful of irs divine 
Vrigmal, doth mount the Soul to Hea- 


en, tends to the place from whence 1t 


ime , works towards its Ccnter , and 
hakes them reſtleſs in their, deltres after 
; and by frequeng, lively ,- believing 


MWonghrs 'of rhe heavenly Tnhetitance y 


rC/A 
et 1 


J! 
wk 


ey gradually carer into it ;/ and ripen 
3 = OY for 
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for Glory, the nearer they come tothe full 
Poſſcſhon, We read of being changdWoy 
from Glory to Glory , 2 Cor. 3. 18. by paſſou 
taking of the divine Image. So that afſni 
Grace increaſeth, Glory haſtenerth on, ana! 
every degree of Grace is a ſtep nearer wot 
Glory : For the more conformable wii : 
are to the divine Image , the more meta 
are we to dwell with God : And he thalftec 
hath fitted the new Nature to the h 
venly Life, will nor fail ro bring hi 
Children to it, when he” has wrought t 
for this felf ſame thing, and given them 1 
Earneſt of hzs Spirit, 2 Cor. 5. 6G, 
he new Nature, faith one, does Go 
naturally aſcend tro Heaven, when u 
cloathed of Fleſh, and hath left all th 
Relicks of Corruption behind it, as thn 
pure flame atpires into the Air, and ſcenſWmnu 
ro long to inbody it ſelf with the vulſſpic: 
the Fountain of Light. By this they haha 
a fitneſs for Heaven and a Diſpoſetion iofffrar 
that bleſſed Lite, which, as ic daily ih; 
creaſeth, muſt make their deſires ſtrongnc 
to cnter upon it. For there is a Beau 
in the divine Image, and a ſweetneſs hiec 
our impertett Graces, in the preſent Aui 
ings of 'em. that muſt make us yaluc anſor 
delire Perfetion, There is an HeavenfGr: 
Sweetnels in every Aft of love to God alive! 
Chriſt, tha: may make the Soul cry oliffa) 
( 


59 


h! how happy ſhould I be, could I but 
oye as much, and as long as I would 3 
Kould I be all Love, and alway Loving, 
Wnight my God and Saviour be my con- 
Want delire, deiight , and Joy ! I would 
ot envy the Honours or Pleaſures of any 
Wn this World ; what then 1s that bleſſed 
ate which I now hope for. with perte- 
ed Graces in the preſence of Chrilt, 


SPC TM 


If our Faith be true, ſo as to unite us to 

hriſt, and make us loundly helieve the 

ofpel Revelation, and conſent to be his, 

ur AﬀeCtions muſt nceds be kindled to a 
illivgneſs, and defire ro'be with him - 

Ind it our Hope be of the right kind, it 
Wnuſt be an ExpeRation with dcfire and 
icaſure, of the great and glorious things 
Witt we pretend to hope for. We are 
Framed, and wrought by the Spirit ef God, ” ws 

Wo very ſam- thing, and by continual influ- 
ice from the ſame Spirit, will the Eter- 

al vleflednels of the future State be car- 

ied on. Burt we cannot be' meet for it, 
\Fwichout deſiring it , we cannot prepate 
oor it without longing after it : Preparing 
velFGrace 1s to make us willing of Glory, as 
yell as meet for ir, and to keep us in the 

y offfay to it. And all our Dilgeace and 
0 D 4 Att 
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Activity, all our Watchfulneſs and Careſſ| 0n 
all our Patience and Selt-denial, all ou '% 
Stcdfaſtneſs and Perſeverance , in thei 08 
Chriſtian Courſe, as the Fruits of Fail gu 
and Love, muſt be influenced, cheriſhed th 
and maintained, by ſuch deſires. Thujfh ar 
is the delign and tendency of all the Opel fat 
rations of the holy Spirit on the Sc P 
tor which he is promis'd and given mf * 
Beltevers, This is one great End of al 

rhe Ordinances and Initicutions of the 
Goſpel, under the Agency of the Hoh V 
Spirit, to qualifie and diſpoſe us for the 1 
heavenly State, and to excite and keeyf 1 
alive Defires after it, and help' us to purlugh ** 


the proper Ends and Uſes of Lite, pc 
i 4 . m 
$B CT. Iy. | ' 

| de 


Secondly, Our want of full Gontat 
mity and Likeneſs unro Chriſt, maka Þ! 


thele Deſires ſuitable ro the temper of realſy 8! 
Chriſtians. Though the guilt of Sin by 4 
removed by pardoning Grace, yet rag} © 
are nor perfc&ly cleanted from all Imy f 


rity; there are ſad remainders of {en 

. fual and earthly Aﬀe&ions. T hougi I 

the reigning power of Sin be broken, v# 

the Spirit of Holineſs, yer we are noljj 4 

wholly rid of it ; we ſenſibly feel Darky'i 

nels in our Mind, Diſorder in our Aﬀcary 
| | | oh 
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ons, Diſtempers in our Spirits: The moſt 
ighteous Souls are now yexed with their 
own Corruption from within, and. the 
guilt of many aQtual Sins, as well as by 
the Abomminations of others. While we 
arein the Body, we are in a State of war- 
fare and conflict, We fecelingly com- 
lain of the inward conteſt and diviſion 

ween the Law of the Fleſh, and the 
Law of the Mind, as Rebecca felt the 
= Twins, Jacob and Eſau, ſtirring in her 
Womb, Our time of T lone 1s not 
W in this World : The troubled Sea of cor- 
i rupt Nature will often ſend forth Mire 
if and Dirt; but the Blood of Chriſt ſhall 
perfectly cleanſe us from Sin, fo as to re- 
move al! our Filth, and fully deliver us 
from Corruption, as well as from Con- 
demnation. 

The hbolieſt Saints do now walk hum- 
bly with God under the ſenſe of remai- 
i ning Corruption, they watch, and pray, 
g 20d ſtrive againſt it, cndeavouring grea- 
ter . Mortification , prefſing after more 
Holineſs, and thereferc long for Heaven, 
when the* Deliverance will be perſett. 

hey are now fenlible of the workings 
2nd contrary tendency of the two oppo- 
no} lite Principles, Fleſh and Spirit ;, they find 
)arky] that the more ſpiritual any duty is, the 
ict Moge backward their Hearts ate to it; 
ONS, they 


— 
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They perceive every little indulgence of 
the Fcth raiſeth an intetpoſition between 
God-and the Soul, and hinders the liber. 
ty, boldneſs, confidence, attivity and 
peace, which otherwiſe they mighr have; 
they deſire and endeayour nearer Confor- 
mity to the divine Partrern, as well a; 
clearer evidence of Forgivenels. 1 
would fcign be more like God, as well 
as eſcape his wrath; and be delivered 
from Sin, as well as from Hell: T hey 
are ſeni1ble how Indwelling Sin indiſpo- 
fes them for holy Duties deadens and 
diſtrats their Hearts in ſpiritual Wor- 
ſhip, makes them loſe the benefit of Or- 
dinances, renders Sabbaths and Sacra: 
ments Liteleſs, and unprofitable. 'T hey 
teel it ro be the Fewel of many a TI emp- 
tation, and a conſtant root of bitterneſs 
rhat 'oppoſes the Spirit of Grace , an\ 
keeps them Low, and makes them bar: 
ren and unfruitiulz that prevails trequent- 
iy, by ſuddain and violeat Motions, to 
rhe diſhonour of God, and the grieving of 
che Holy Spirit, and the reproach of 
their Proteffion ; and ſo ſhakes their 
Peace, and damps their Afſurance, and 
obſtrustheir comfortable Hopes of God 
Acceptance. They find the oppoſition of 
this boſom En:my moſt ſenfible, when 


their intereſt, duty, and dcſire is, to be 
mo 
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* aſa 
moſt {erious 1n ingaging their heart for 
God ; when they are about to make the 
nearelt Approaches ro Heaven; when 
they do ſo, or when they have juſt done 
ſo. This is one part of their Burden, 
which may well make them defire a 
State of perfe& Holineſs, and full Con- 
ftormity to Chrilt, | 


3 » 0 i 


[Thirdly , The Apprehenſion and Scnſe 
of their Diſtance from Chriſt, while they arc 
in the Body, 'is another reaſon why they 
thus Groan, Chriſt is now in us, the hope 
of Glory ; but our injoyment of him 1s 
yery 1mperfett in compariſon of what we 
expect : And it we have ary true Love to 
Chiiſt, we muſt needs delire ro be with 
him , to behold his Glory, to love him 
more, and feel the communications of his 
Love in a higher degree. If we know a- 
py thing of the Sweerneis of Communion 
with him, we muſt needs breath atter ful- 
ler meaſures of it: And the ſenſe of our 
os diſtant ſtate, wherein we know to 
ittle of God and Chriſt, and love him leis; 
wherein we continue to lin againlt him , 
and daily ſmart under the bitrer fruits of 
ln, and dwell among thoſe who provoke 
and diſhonout him cyery day ; may _ 
INanc 
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DEB 
mate us figh to be at home, that we may 
injoy. that Preicnce of -Chriſt, ard Com: 
munion with him, which cannot be: at- 
rained but by Dying. Do we not own it 
belt, to b- with Chriſt ? the beſt Compa- 
ny, t!1« bett Place, the be(t Condition and 
Scaie, the belt Enjoy ments? Certainly rhe 
Iittie we know of him, isenough to make 
us Gdefirc to be with him; the little we 
have already received, may make us long 
lo receive more, | 
Sach will nor ſay with the Shunamlte, 
when the Prophet offered to ſpeak for her 
tothe King ; I am already 
* 2 Kings 4, at home; * 7 dwell among my 
own People , I am pleaſed 
with my Station; I like my preſent a 
bode ; I am not ambitious of any berrcer ; 
I care not for any other Lite, or World,if 
] may but have this, 4c, Nog ſays a Hoy 
Soul, I am a Stranger here on Earth, a 
Paſſenger, a Pilgrim through this World, 
as all my Fathers were , I feek ano her 
{_.023tTy, an Hcavenly one; I belong to 
another City that hath Foundations ; My 
Principal Kindred, Relations and Friends 
are not here, but in that other Country 
My Fa her is in Heaven, - my Elder Bro- 
ther is at his Right-hand- in Glory , and 
the moſt of my Brethren - are gone to 
him, and the reſt are haſtening as well 
X , 05 
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'F; My Heart and Hoperare there, I 
defire tro be. one of them, I would be 
glad to make one of that great and Gene- 
2! Aﬀembly of the Fir{t-bora, where is 
God the Judge of all, and-the Bleffed Re- 
deemer, with an itnumerable Company of An- 
es, and the Spirits of Zuſt Men, mate per - 
* : *Leay 1 groan under this diſtance , 
and abfence from my deareſt Lord. Were 
t put ro my Choice, I would venture up- 
on any difficulties, and dangers, and 
deaths, rather than it ſhould continue : 
Nothing 'but the ſenſe of Duty to him, 
to ferve the purpoſes of his glory here , 
can make me brook fo long a {eparation: 
otherwiſe , whatever the League be be- 
tween me and this Body, khad rather be 
with Chriſt , though that be diſlolyed : 
If there be no way to come ta-Heaven bat 
by Dying, I would rather dyc to; be 
there , than live in this abſence from 
Chriſt my Saviqur ; that .Imay doubr of 
his love no mote. and feel no more cf- 
fefts of his-difpleature that he may hide 
his Face from me na mare, bur with ever- 
laſting Compaſſions receive. aud imbrace 
me, And what is there in Death, that I 
ſhould fear it, that is half ſo frightiul and 
prvyous as 'my_Abſence from Chriſt 2 
bat 'is there 1n this. carthly ;Laberna- 
cle, orin'tliis preſent World, that I _— 
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Sometimes at the Table of the Lord 
they have Refreſhing Views of the Gloy 
of Chriſt, in his Love and Grace, as bear 
ing the Curſe which they deſerv'd, a 
manifeſting his ſpecial Kindaeſs, at 
Scaling his Love, with particulat App 
cation to their Souls, as Intereſted in a 
the Bencfits of his' Meritorions Death 
Hereby they are Reyiy'd, and Quickna 
and Strengthned , and enabled to. fayy | 
am as one who hath found favour in his, ſig 
My ' Beloved is mine , and+I am this, #8 | 
me into bis Bangueting- Houſe, his Banner oi 
ver me was Lowe. Be called to me, as t 
the Unbelieving Diſciple, Come, read 
hither thy hand, thruſt tt into my ſide aid heath, 
ſee how I have loved thee, Come , fe 
the print of the Spear and of the Nails 11 
Hands and Feet ;, fee what I ſutfer'd- far 
thee, to expreſs my Loye ; Whar can! 
deny thee after this? Upon this an & 
ulting, Joy nauſt needs enſue, but irdidna 
laſt. And it may be the next Month they 


" bewail,chart it is quite otherwiſe wich 'em; 


Sometimes their hearts are enlarged, and 
delighted in Prayer, Thanſgiving, Sab 
baths, Sacraments, G&c. *Tis their Jo 
ſometimes. to go to the Houſe of God,an 
call upon his Name, and be employed us 
Heavenly Work, to Sing the High Prat 
les of God in the Solcmn Aſſemblies; 
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But this is not conſtant,and equal ; nor 
ways alike. ” 
Could a Chriſtian AR Faith at all times, 
ſometimes he is enabled rodo could 
ie every day feel the Love of Chriſt, and 


;Wxprels his own, as fometimes ; could he 


ways reſign, devote, yeild himſelf to 
he Lord, with that entire [Adoration, 
bmiſfion, and Satisfaftion in the diyine 
1l,and Glory ,Goodneſs,and Wiſdom, 
ſometimes, and on fome Occafſons ; he 


{Would hardly believe himſelf a ſtranger, 


nd Foreinner in "this world, he would 
tempted- to- take Earth for Heayen, 
nd ſay tis Good to be bere, But whatever 


fMilluences of Grace and Comfort we now 


eive, they are. not ſteddy, equal, and 


He ſtant ; and tis but fit that we who are 
h uy Paſſengers : through this World, 


are not_ at home, ſhould be thus 


Made ſenſible of our tree Charatter 


ad Condition, and not find the Way 

Weather alike good, or our own 
calth equa), or our Accommodatzons, 
oviſbons and Entertainment here. 


Gab his helps ro make as long for a Berter 
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Of the Reſurred.on of the Body, It is Poſſibl, 
Probabte, -and Certam. Some have ber 
raiſed from the Dead. Where were their Sou 
during their” Separarion op their Bodres! 
Chriſt's Reſurrettion of the Body farther i: 
luſtrated\and proved. © | 
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he Fourth thin propoſes is to Prove 
8 - thar this Bleſſed ſtate and Life,whid 
Chriſtians ' defire* and long for, is n0 
ſuch a one, wherein chey; are to be alwa} 
without 'a.'Btly, bur ts Bave their Badies 18 
ſed, changed; and glorified, gt to be cloatht 
uton with an Houſe from Heaves. | 


The Poſſibility, of the Reſurredion of th 
Bodv, the Probability, and the Certaingy d 
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it, have been often and largely * proved nj 
j # 4 1) » 

ikke: 6 & ON WM Ythc 

jo 

* See Dr. Peirſon, Dr, Towerſon, &4c, on the Creea pre 

Art. XI. of the Reſurre&tion of the Body, And) h. 

Bazter*s Saints Reſt, Part 1; Chap. 5. and Scif-demi p " 
Chap. 32, - 

b | BY; 

T ha ihis 


Death a Deliverance. 5: 


mam 


Thar it is poſſible , both on the part of 
the Agent and Patzent: Who, that conſi- 
n dersrhe Divine Omniſcience and Power, can 
whle, 


doubt, but that. God .can remake an Hu- 
_ mane Body of that Duſt, into which ir is 
So reſolved; and however 1t be diſperſed, 
- find out, and rally. the ſeveral parts to- 


ether, and unute. them one to another ? 
il W hat [mpoſhb1licy is it, that the deſper- 
_W {{ parts of a Man's Body ſhould be diſ- 
| pofed into their due Scuyation/and Or- 
MW der, and reduced to, a Temper. fit ro 
diſcharge the Fun@tons and Operations 
of Life? and that the Soul ſhould be 


rove 


rival Re-unirced to a. Body thus Reſtored 2 
S OR How is it impoſhbie 2 Or why ſhould it 
Wall be Difficulc to him, who did at firſt 
6510Y frathe and temper this Body out cf the 


carol Dirt ; and inſpire a Reaſonable Soul in- 

' Weo:.it; and out of a meer Chaos make 
this Beautiful World 2 who formed and 
faſitohed .our Bodies in the Womb; 
which. is as ſirange an inſtance of All- 
mighty Power, as the Reſurrefion from 
the Dead will be: who gives-us every 
Morning, and every Spring, a li:tle Re- 
relentation of the RefurreCtion of. the 
Dead ; Who makes the dry Bones to live , 
md is able to ſubdue all things tg himſelf? 
Llherefore ro fuch as doubt, or deny 
Tha ihis, we muſt fay. as our Sayiour to the 
0 E272 Sat 
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Sadduces ; Tou err, not knowing the Scri- 
ptures, nor the Power of God. Or, we may 
Expoſtulate » as St, Paul 
* As 16.9 doth, * What? Dcith tt 
ſeem incredible to you , that 
God ſhould raiſe the D:ad ? Is there any 
Arome of our Duſt can eſcape his Knows 
ledge , though cloathed with different 
forms and figures, and hath paſſed 
chrough various changes, ſwallowed by 
Beaſts, or conſumed by Fire, or icattered 
by the Wind ? Doth not the Foundat- 
on remain, though it put on a variety of 
forms ? May not the Subſtance be 1ntire, 
notwithſtanding all the transforming 
alterations that can be ſuppoſed ? I he 
Divine Knowledge being 1nfinite, and 
his Providence reaching to the leaſt, a 
well as to the greateſt parts of the 
World, to the beginning, progreſs. and 
diflolution of every one, he may callly 
call forth every part, when the appaint: 
cd time comes for the Re-union * 


— 


Soul 
and Body, We muſt queſtion the DW ( 
vine Omnifcience, as well as Power, it : 
we doubt ot this. And are there no ] 
many things in the firlt Creation, ever) 
whit as incredible, as the ColleCtion of 
our fc2tter'd Duſt, and compaCting theſe 
diſperſed Atomes into an Humane Eo 
dy? Can it be harder to reſtore X: 
ehing 
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things that were, than to create thoſe 
things that were not2* [s 1c more difficult 
to an Infinite Arm, to Allmighty and 
lavincible Power, to do this , than to 
make both Soul and Body at firſt ? Is nor 
the Blefſed Redeemer , who hath all 
Power in Heaven and Earth, able to 
make good his Wo:d, who is alſo the 
Amen, the faithful and true Witneſs? and 
therefore to deceive vs with a Promiſe 

and ExpeCation, of what he cannot, or 

will not do, would be an cternal RefcQi- 

on his Truth, and Holineſs, and other 

Attributes, 


$6 CG 1-1 


God hath already raiſed Some from 
the Dead, whereof we have Inſtances 
both in the Old Teſtament, and in the 
New. Many were raiſed by Chriſt him- 
ſelf, and many of the Saints came out of their 
Craves at the Death of Chriſt, and went into 
the Holy City, and appeared publick'y to many. 
If it be inquired , Where were the Souls 
of thoſe that were thus raiſed, during 


+ Sce Dr. Barrow's Works, 2 Vol. p. 520. 
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the ſpace Eerween their Death and Re- Nl ; 
ſurrection ? T his being notto be known I”! 
but by Revcation , and that ſpeaking Il 7 
nothing of it, we way ſafely acknow- I © 
ledge our Ignorance. It was a peculiar MY” 
Ca'e, that docs not make a general Rulc; 
and therefore our Inquiry about it muſt 
be very waty. It is ſufficient to (ay, 
they were 1 the hands of God, where: 
ever they were, \Whatr if there were a 
particular Diſpen;ation in regard of 
them, different from the calc of thoſe , 
who are, not to be raiſed till rhe laſt day: 
Not!:1ng can well be propoſed in An- 
ſwer to fuck a Quettion, but what is con- 
zetural. 

T hereiore rejecting all Suppoſitions 
that cannot be reconciled to other cx- 
preſs DoCtrines, and Articles of Chrilſtia- 
nity, we mayſay, * That either they 
we:ie received to Heaven, or remained in 
the Arr, *at a little diſtance from the Bo# 
dy; Or, they continued in the Body, | 
whi.h was to'be'quickly raiſed again, F 
wirhout' animating and info: ming that 
Body. © It we fay the firſt, and thar thei 
Souls rcturged from Heaven to their 
Bodies again , for the Manifeſtation of p 
the Giory of Carift in ſuch a Miracle; 


Long 
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it is no more unſuitable and unbecoming 
ing MN © Holy Soul robe willing of - this, and 
to be thus imployed, than was the Hu- 


ta miliation of rhe Son of God, for the Glo- 
ile. (ry of his Father. If we ſay the Second, 


10 {bar they remained in the Air nor far 
y from the Body, it being but for a lictle 

* Evybile, What Inconvenience, or ill Con- 
ſequence can be aſhgned of ſuch a Sup 
polition ? If we rather chuſe the Thir/ 
f M27 of ſolving this, it is conſiderablc 
| ay: what the Apoſtle Paul ſpeaks of Euti- 
An- tus, whom he raiſed 

from the * Dead; Be #* Atts 20. 10, 

wt troubled, for his Life , 
bis Soul is in him, .though it did not then 
animate, and inform his Body. As to 


Foal thoſe who were raiſed at the time of 
hoy Mebrilt's death, ir was only for a little 
] } Fwhile, ro bear Teſtimony to our Lord, 


and then they laid down their Bodies a- 
Pan, and returned to the Reſt and Glo- 
y of departed Souls, 


that 

hee 

heir | S'E CI. It 

py: | But, The Reſurrefion of our Bleſſed Sa- 


our , 1s the greac thing here to be conlt- 
ered, as an Argument both of the Pofſi- 
licy, and Certainty of our Refurrecti- 
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| on. For thus the Apoſtle Argues al 
At large, 1 Cor. 15. v. 12. I it be Preach-Wo1 
| cd, ana Proved, and Aflured to us, thaffWſai 
My Chriſt is Riſen, How 2s it that ſome ſay, 
04 | There 7s no Reſurredion of the Dead ? tha 
WT bf is, How can any deny the poſhbility d 
REY 3. it, when th-re 1s ſuch an Evidence and 
Weldi 0h Proof ? How can it be doubted, bu 
tat that the ſame Power which raiſed Chrit 
WHT! from the dead, can alſo quicken ou 
WITH mortal BoQics? when the exceeding gre: 
With 1 neſs of has mighty power wa 
* 1 Eph.19-29, diſplayed in * raiſing Chl 
from the dead? His Reſur: 
reftion aſſures us, that his Death and & 
crifice were Satisfaftory to the Juſtice d 


God: and all the Promiſes that concenWni: 

Wt the Bleſſings of the everlaſting, CoveWÞpas 
; nant, the ſure Mercies of Daui1, artWc: 

| hereby confirmed , Ads 13. 32, 33, 4 C 


We declare unto you glad tidings, how thi 
the Promiſe which was made unto the Fe 
Vit - thers, God hath fulfilled the ſame unto us 
B43 their Children , in that he hath raiſed u 
"On ff Feſus again ; as it is alſo written in the ſt 
cond Pjaln:, Thou art my Son, this day haut 
1 begotten thee, And, as concerning thi 
he raiſed tim up from the dead, now no mu! 
to return to corruption ;, he ſaid on this wiſe, 
1 will give you th? ſure Mercies of David. 
And therefore, after his ReſurreFtion, hefng 
ot 
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ſaluied his Diſciples with Peace, Jobn 20, 
1. And God, as the God of peace, is 
ſaid to raiſe Chriſt from the Dead: For. 
had he not been reconciled, he ' would 
ave left him in the Graye. Now both 
he Moral , and the Natural Impoſſibili- | 
y .of our Reſurreftion is removed by 
he Death, and the Reſurredon of Chriit ; 
The former by the Merit of his Death , 
ind the latter by his ReſurreCtion : for 
e can do the ſame for all Believers. If 
iis Power be not ſufficient co raiſe vs, 
t could not be ſufficient to raiſe him. 
eis now a * Quickening 
+{Wjint, able to give Life, * 2607. 15. 45 
ice offf8s the firſt Adam, totran(- 
i: Death to his Poſterity., And he 
Was raiſed as a publick perſon, and the 
cad of his Church. 
Our Perſors are redeemed by Chrif, 
conſiſting of Soul and Body , and our 
odics SanRificd by him, ard are the 
Ml cmples of the Holy Ghoſt, and there- 
orc ſhall be raiſcd by him. Yea, we 
re ſaid to riſe with him, aud to be ſet 
wn in heavenly places, in, and with him, Je 
Snot more true that he died for our ſins, 
han that he roſe azain for our 7ufifica- 
ſe; and if for that, he roſe for our Re- 
dlutreftion too : For the guilt of {in be- 
Fg remoyed, which is the meritorious 
EG "+ _ 
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cauſe of Death ; Death, which is theP- 
niſhment, ſhall not remain, bur be ſal; 
lowed up in ViRtory ; whereas it live, 
and reigns, and keeps the Field, till th 
, Reſurrettion. Bur we are aſſured thalff 
The Sea, and Death,and the Univerſal Graff 
thall give up their Dead, Rev. 20, 13. And 
then rot only the ſting of Dearh, by 
Death it ſelf ſhall dye, and ceaſe for te. 
ver : for there ſhall be no more death, Ren, 
21, 4 Our dcad Bodics ſhall then:Jivel 
fo as todyc no more. For, if we bel 
on him that raiſed Chriſt from the dead, th 
fame Spirit, that raiſed Chriſt , ſhall beth 
Author of our Reſurreeion , Rom. 8. 2} 
And, if we believe that Jeſus dyed and ni 
again, even them alſo which ſleep in Jeſus 
will God brinz with him, 1 Thef. 4. 14- 
that was dead is now alive, and behold 
he lives for evermore ; and he bath t»M; 
keys of Death and Hell, Rev. 1.18. An 
he has expreſly rold us, that che hour uf 
coming. in the which Al that are in thay .. 
graves ſhall hear his woice, and ſhall con 
forth, They that have done good unto th;. 
Reſurrettion of Life, and they tht have dow, ” ? 
evil , unto the Reſurrettin of Damnation, In 
John 5. 28. 29, And this is the will offs. ; 
God that ſent him, that every one wid, * 
belteverh on him, ſhall have VE *%* 
Litc; and he pill raiſe him up at wy 
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, John 6-409, The like he declares 
crwards to Martha , I am the Reſur- 
tion and the Life, he that believeth in meg 
he were dead yet fhall he hive, John 11; 

He 1s the Firſt-born trom the 
ad, and Bcitcvers are the Children of 
Reſurreffron , Colof. 1.18. His Re- 
rection not only proves the poſſibility 
ours, but i is the pledge of the per- 
mance. -God having raiſed him up, hath 

Wd the pains of Death, fince it was impoſ- 

"Wi: be ſho:id be bolden by them ; Natural- 

Wl impoſſible , becauſe of his Divine 
Wycr ; and legally impoſtible , becauſe wv 
Wine Juſtice, afrer ſuch a Satisfation 
the Death of Chriſt, required that he 
uld be raif.d to Lite, and receive a 
charge and Reward. : 
W\c could hardly believe the Dead 
uld riſe-ro Life, it Chriſt by his own 
Wlurcfion, and by railing others, had 
: proved it poſſible, and already done. 
t he hath not conquer'd - Death for 
mſeit alone, bur for his Members too, . 
dr5them he has pro- 
led, that they ſhall 2 John-1x. 25. 
never ſee Death,or come 
thin the Proſpet or Danger of it : 
od not only ſh211 not, bur canuct dye any 
7. after the Reſurreftion , for they 
be equal: tothe Angels, Luks 20. 36. 


His 
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His Victory over Death was declan 
by his RelurreQion , and his entran 


into Glory did Compleat the Conqui 


Now as Chriſt hath carried his 

mane Nature into Heaven , we ar: 
be made like him, and bear the Ing 
of the, Heavenly Adam, and theret 
_ _— -- raiſed me He is) 
firſt-fruits of them that ſleep, 1 Cor, 15,1 
And, it is * + enter ap that he & 
from the Dead on that Day , whe! 
on the Jews obſerve their Feajt of Fi 
fruits. That Feaſt was not itinted! 
any day of the Month , as other Fe 
were, but was to be always on the M 
row after the Pafloyer- Sabbath, that 
it might fall always on the Firſt « 
of the Week , the Day of Chriſt } 
ſurretion, Well therefore might 

Apoſtle ſay, Chriſt being Riſen, zs ben 
the Firſt-fruuts of them that fleep, As t 
Offering of the Firſt-fruits amongſt ul 
Zews Conſecrated all the reſt. 


* Biſhop Uſher. 


, 
e. 


— 
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SECT. WW: 


Neither can we ſuppoſe our Happineſs 
uld be compleat, without the Re- 
etion of the Body. As Soul and bo- 
concur to the Conſtitution of man, 
Soul is in a State of widowhood till 
nited to the Body. And in this Life 
Body has a ſhare in the work and 
ice of the Man, which is to be re: 
rded or puniſhed, as executing the de- 


Sts of the Soul. And the members of 


Body ſerve as members of Righteous- 


> Ml, or Sin. The Law of Cod commands 


intire Man , compoſed of Soul and 
ly, and this Law is obeyed or violated 
fob, though the moral good or evil 
our Aftions be chiefly attributed to 
Soul, as the principal Agent ; Bur 
this Account the Body ſhall ' par- 


ce in the:'rcwards of Puniſhment of 


next Lifep if the intire Perſon b= ta 
recompenced. And it is with reſpe&t 
the Body, rhar ſeemed to be loſt, 
at the ReſurreQion is promiſed ; the 
dy relolyed into duit, or ſwallowed 
the Sea, or conſumed by fire: Such 
omiſes of the Reſurretion are made 


Believers for their encouragment and 
W-pe. Beſides, there are many Objeas 


"os! 
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in the heavenly State that do fupy 
a Body, and-arc to be diſcerned by 
bodily ſenſes, as, the glorious bs 
and magnifcence of the; bleſſed” mz 
ons, and the: Humane: Nature of 
glorious : Redeemer , 45, On - whi 
and .,many other accounts, the: B 


ſhallbe railed, and changed,and glotil 
- $\Þ.C Fa. Yer:! vol 


Reaſan "itſelf would: make this' F 
b!:, tan. being ' created with ak 
and a Soul, which haye- fo natural 
Inclination to on2 another, that th 
is an appetite and dclire, /as it fer 
to be united, and co-operate roger 
and many. of our, Capacities, of- 
and Comfort, as well as of Sorrow 
Gricf, reſult from, and depend on 
this Union : In order- therefore to 
full and final Felicity - that God 
confer on ſome, and | far the: gar: 
Miſery wherewich divine Juſtice 
punith ;others, ir is very probable- fi 
principles of Reaſon, that God. 
raiſe the Bodys of - men 3 Thar bel 
united to th-ir Souls; tbey may 
better capable of enjoying'the promil 
Happlncſs, or ſuffering. the - threat 
miſery of the near World; This & 
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be the ſenſe of: Zob 14, Chap: T4. 
Sr. where be ſays, that. all -the:days of 
W appointed. time, 7 will wait ti/l my change 
2,'Speaking of- the Reſfurrettion of the 
d, There ishope of a Tree he faith, 
Mit.be cut down, :that it will: Tproue 
in; but man dyeth, and where-is 
? he lyeth down, and riſceipnor, cill 
; Heavens -be) no: more. ' If a 'mwn dye, 
"Wl! be (live. again}? All the daysof 'my 
unted Time Gra! * Accardingto.com- 


= * Apprehenfion,; ad ::Appearance, 


State of man atdcath is hopctets:; Bur 
profeſſerh. lis Expectation; :that ar a 
and” appointed: Time; God would re- 
mber him, -ſa. as/ ta recall bim.aue 
he! Gtaye::' And thenefore ( 'pms rhe 
goeſtion, If .d man'Yyc,;! ſhall herkue.agnin? 
38s till. the: appointed: tinie when God 
d revive. him aur of the:duſt , be 
uid wait fdi that glorious: Change, 
en God: ſhall have a deſire to. the work of 
hands, i, e. not - allways forget to 
More and -perfe& his own Creature. 
Flhcre arg: many} knages/and Retem- 
Woces of "this. ks in'; the - Corn (by 
: Wich we live, when .ic is caſt: on the 


A 


—_— 


iP Me, Hove of. Blefſedachs, 7. 210: 


carth, 
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earth 5 and buried in the ground, tha. 
may corrupt ; after it is corrupted, it rfſ4,.. 
vives and multiplies : Our Bodys a 
fed with this conſtant Experime 
And the Apoſtles fimilitude of a gra 
of Corn. Sown in the ground, that 
rifeth mulciplied, augmented, and ade 
ed, ſets our the advantagious diffe 
berween the Qualiries of our Bodys whalfl;.;; 
they dye, and when | they ſhall Wfþ 
raiſed. And . herein he imitates i; 
manncr of : the Fews, who were wa 
familiariy. to illuſtrate - the buſineſs |, $ 
the Refurreftion, by the ſrmilitude/Whin 
{iced ſown in the ground;” and ſprinq;, 
ing up again. And what can we diſeWhe: 
in a ſmall corn, or litle ſeed;of a Tr 
witn Body; Bark, Branches, Lean 
Flowers, 'Fruir 2? and yer; afterwards Wh þ 
behold them, when' the'ſeed hath be T 
ſown in the ground. The Apoſtle Fa 
large Inſiſts on this fimilicude of ſſp: 
to explain the manner of the R# 
 redtion, 1 Cor, 15. 35: So alſo zsthel 
ſurrettion of the dead *, '$o is this mt 
ral Body to be the ſeed, and matetiRoor 
Principle of our Reſurtc&ion: For iaſhr | 


ee, —_ 
——— —————_— —— — 


* Dr, Scot of the Chriſtian Life,part 2, chaps: N* M 


Hat 


gra 
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which is ſown is not quickened; except it dye- 


bs | d fo is this Seed of our mortal Body 


o dye, and bz corrupted, before it ſhall 
x raiſed again. And So 1s this dead 
orropred Body to be: raiſed and quick- 
ned by the power of God. | For God 


Wives to every Seed: a Body as it pleaſes him. 


nd ſo are our 'dead Bodys to be raiſed 


Wain, into the proper form and kind 


| humane Bodys, for unto eyery feed 
)d giveth his own Body. And, - Laftly, 


Wo: is the Reſurretfion of the Dead ; thar 


&, 59 are thoſe humane Boys to be 


langed, and "altcred by the Reſur- 


rition, as, that which 1s but bare Seed 
When it is ſown ; when it is quickened, 


ſprings up into a long ſtalk and ear : 


| A the raiſcd Body ſhall be changed for 


ie bet: er, 


S Thisis further 1uſtrated by * another, * 


hat the dead Body of a man may be 
r /Sppoſed t5 have a hving Root, as 


ely as the plants in winter, Ihe 


ul is the Root of the Body, and the 
ul is ſtill alive ; And Chriſt is rhe 
Woo: of the” Soul, and be is ſtill alive : 
or though we ate dead, our Life 2s hid 


—— —— 


47-7 Mr. Baxter of Self-denial, p. 206. 


4 * 
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F 


* the Hour comes for this Soul.that waits! 
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with Chriſt in God ; and when he who 1g 
Life ſhall appear, at the Spring of 'the Re 
ſurre&iong we ſhall alſo, appear with ham i 
Glery , Colol. 3. 3, 4 There is a Re 
lative Union berween Soul - and. Body 
inda deep rcoted Loye of. the Soul it 
its Body, and Inclicationco, it; fo thati 
is mindtul of it, and wats with long 
ing for that - hour when the Commai 
of God, ſhall ſend it to revive that Bod 
Why may not the Living Soul, that! 
the Root and. Life of the Body int 
duſt, be the Inſtrument-of God, toi: 
form itsown Body, as it will be the Pri 
ciple that ſhall re-inform it 2 The Dad 
in the Grave hath its own Relation! 
Chrift, who is ſtill Living, and r. ſoly: 
aud ingaged by Promiſe, and inclined! 
Love to revive that Body, And wit 


be ſent again into the Body, what, 
hindcr ? The very Love of - the Soul! 
its Body, and itsdelire to be rc-united, 
a kind of Natural Cauſe of the Relu 
reftion, - A Candle nor lighted, is as! 
from Light, and as much without it, 
a dead body is without Litez and yeto! 
touch of a lighted Candle will lightti 
which never was lighted before : A 
ſo ray one touch of the living Soul, 
Is now with Chriſt, put Lite into 


Death -a Deliverance. 67 
body; that lies in the duſt, And as the 
lighted Candle makes the other like ir, 
and Communicates of its Nature to it; 
{0 Goes the glorified Soul Communicate 
ancw kind of Excclletcy to the Body, 
which it never had before ; even to be a 
Fpiricual, Glorious , Incorruptible, and 
Immortal Body. And God takes the Soul 
to Heaven before hand, that it may be 
firſt Glorified, and ſo be fit ro communi- 
cate Glory to the body. So that there is 
more reafon forthe Reſurreftion of the 
body,though it be turned to Earth ; than 
there is reaſonthat a Candle, that is gone 
out; ſhould be lighted again by another; 
or than there is reaſon, that 1 ſhould put 
-on my Cloaths in the Morning which 1 
put off at Night ; For Nature diſpoſeth 
me.to abhor nakedneſs, and defire my 
Cloaths, and ”_— in the Morning 1 
will put them on : So Nature teaches the 
Seperated Soul to delire a re-union with 
ts body : And therefore when the Re- 
lurretion-Morning comes, it will glad- 
ly take the word from Chriſt, and give 

vital touch ro the body, that ſhall 
revive it z and ſopur on irs antient Gat- 
Y ment, bur wonderfully changed for the 
bettet,, Cc, © 


F 2 CHAP. 
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| CHAP. -VI i þ 
; | 1 T bat the: Same Body, fur SubMance, is to be 
[$0 0:0 Raiſed 'agan at the laſt 'ddv, Ard what | 


| | | the Change will be of theſe Bodies bereaf- i ; 


ter , from what they now are: 
| | 


3 = IT 6 


a __— 


SECT. 'L 


JF it be-inquired , How can the” ſame 
Body, after to many Changes, be rat- 


| ſed and re-united to 'the' Soul > And 

' what need is there of Aﬀerting, (That 
hall be.the ſame: It ought to be conſt 

| der'd, that:;the very word Reſurrectony 
Mt doth ſuppoſe, or my this, That the 
Wo Bodies ot: Men ſhall hereafter- be truly 
| l the ſame. with thoſe that died,” Jr is the 
| Body falls tothe ground; when the Spi: 

| rit goes upward; :That Body that then 
fell. is to-be raiſed again, and no other 
Body 'than that. - Thzss : Mortal Body 
{tall be quickened by the Spiric of Chriſt, 
that zo falls rathe ground: The ſame 
Fleſh that was ſeparated: from the Soul 
at deathyſhall b2 united to it again :- The 
fame Temple that was deſtroyed, ſhall'be 
re-built; The ſame Tabernacle that 
\v2s diflolycd, ſhall be raiſed. We ar 
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bid to fear God, who can deſtroy Soul 
and Body in Hell, Mat. 10. 26. W har 

' & caule of fear, if thzs very body be not to 
be Wl b: raiſed > * This Corruptible muſt pat on 
wt WI 1icorruptton, this Mortal put on Immortality 
a” Wl As the Body of Chriſt, which is our Ex- 
| emplar , with which he roſe, was the 
ſame that he depolited in the Grave; 
and as the bodies of thoſe whom our Sa- 
viour raiked, when he was on Earth , 
: were the {are with thoſe ta which they 
ame Widicd. And how thall the Graves, and 
rar” Whca give up their, Dead at the Laſt Day, 
and FR». 20. 13. What necd of this, it the 
UN me Bodies are not to be raiſed ? for 
nlp they can give up no other Bodies than 
00; Ywhat they received, Theſe Recepra- 
"the Wiles of the Dead , might be ſuttered to 
ruly quict for cyer,, and the Bod:cs char 
; the W-6 there ro remain there for ever, if 
PF Fre do not expect che ſame Body to be 
che Bid 


orhet Y And as the Bady was the Servant of 
Pody 


hrilt, Y_—_ | ESA 0278 


eee re re 


ſame Nl 

> Foul * Reſurgere nm ef! nih ejis quod ceciaits Tet. 
- The Wil. Macc. 1. 5, c. g, 

ally. COS = 

that Photii Bibliorheca, $. Nil Oratio , Prima (7 $:- 


{ c arc 


bid 


Ms in Paſch. 'p. 1528, {9c 


2 the 
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the Soul, in good or evil a&tions, * He 
that did gocd or evil in one Body, is 
not to be Rewarded or Puniſhed in ano- Yi 
ther : for that other Body would nor te Wt! 
a part of the whole, Qur prefent bo- Yn 
dies are the Members of Chrift, and the Yu! 
Temples of the Holy Ghoſt, and he tb 
will not fuffer chem, Erernally to be loſt. Wi 
W hat words can more plainly exprels, 
that it is the ſame body for ſubſtance, that 
the putting on of Incorrupticn, and Im: 
mortality ; declaring that the Corrup 
tible, Mortal Body, that is laid in tl | 
Grave, is that which thall be Jnamoriml 
and Incorruptible ? 


This has been the common opiniaqſſſtic 
of: Chriſtians-in all Ages. Upon ibs be + 
account the Primitive Chriſtians tho 


io careful of the Bodies of their deceagſJren' 
ſed Friends, maniteftiog their belict, t 
their Souls ſhould mecrt theſe Podics oF 
gain, On this account their Pagan AqPot 
verlaries, to ſhow their ſpite and malic 
when they had burnt their bodics 


_——_— 


* Sr quidem Sola Anima preclaras edidit 0 
Adlltoanes jela etiam Coronetur. Sin autem Corpus | 
gue partem ſuftinuerit Certaminum, coronetur ertai 
ni1ma ung cum ufo Corpore, Hoc enim juſtum, O 
quam , Of Convnicntiffimum et, 11d, Pelaſ, # 
Epilt. 221, | 

ald 
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aſhes, ſcarrered their duft in the Air, or 
had thrown them into Rivers ; that, if 
ano- Wit were pofſible , they might deprive 
ot te them of all hopes of a Reſurrection, and 
- bo- make ic impoſſible ; Some of chem cri- 
| che Mumph'd, ſaying z Now let us ſee whether 
d he 74 can riſe again, whether their God can 
p 


- loſt; Mil them , or deliver them out of our * 
preſs, MW tunds. 

chan 

1 Im- SEG I. £5 


1 tl Put though the bodies ſhail then, for 
zorra Subſtance, be the ſame, with thoſe we now 
have , yet the modcs and qualities of 
onlthem will te fo altered, that they will 
Wb quite another kind of bodies, than 
thoſe we have for the preſent, In rete- 
rence to this Expeed Change, the A- 
roltle Caith in this Chapter, ver. 7. Tat 
w walk by Faith, not by Sight, We do 
For yer know what our Happy Sta e, by 
&lfitdat Change, will be ; but in another 
WPlice he doth more particulatly fpeak of 
t, and more diitin&t:'y , 22. I Cor. 15. 
45 43, 44+ 


+ C 5 
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PS | 
tian W * Sce more of this in Dr. More's Myſtery of G:d- 
, OR), 1.6, c. 4 Wich Dr. Beaumeant's Oblervati- 
p $ thereon z And Dr. Bury's Naked Goſpel, Part. 1. 


Nap, 11. With Mr. Nichols Anſwcr.' 
4 1. That 
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1. That our vile b:dies, Son in Diſ. W/ 
honour, ſhall be Raiſed in Glory ;, ſhall 
made Glorious , like the Glorrous Body o 
Chriſt , Phil. 3-21. That which 7s ſom 
in diſhonour , ſhall be raiſed in Glory , ans 
bear the In.age of the Heavenly Adam: Shall: 
be like the Glorious Body of Chrit in Per-W 
fection of Parts, even in External TormW* 
and figure, and ir mav be ſtature rog YG 
Bur, for certain, how viic and mean ſo" 
ver the mattcr of theſe bodics now bei © 
however they may corrupt and putriÞ!! 
he in the Grave, they ſhall come torthF* 
in a bright and beautiful form ; Com - 

a 
n 
ly 

Is] 


pared to which. the moſt Exquili 
Heday is but Darkneis, and Deformuty, 
For tbe Rightecus ſhall ſhine as the Sun , u 
the Firmament of thew Father, Matth, 14: 
43. As the Stars of Heaven differ from 
a Clod of Earth, or a Carrion in theſe! 
Ditch, fo will their Glorified Bodiocn 
from this Earthly Houſe. The very « 
attiviry , ſprighrfulneſs , and joy dlfÞ® 
their Glorifi.d Souls, will make chel 
taces ſuine, and give: the CountenandFP 3: 
an amiable Air. Yea, Solomon, in all tnſp'< 
Glory, was not arrayed tike one of theſe Chit 
dren of the ReſurreRion, glitter ng witl 
Heavenly brightneſs, and deck'd witi 
Light, as with a Garment, The bcamif © 
of Chriſt's Glory, who is the = J 
_ 
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ghteouſneſs, ſhall refle& a Luſtre up- 
them , belides what ſhall be tran(- 

ited from their Glorihed Souls, 

Our Lord gave a Specimen of this at 

8 Transfizuration, and his Glorified Bo- 
is to be rhe Pattern of ours; His face 


Md then ſhine as the Sun, Matt, 17. 2. 


putt: 
torth 
om 
will 
mity, 
nu, 
1, 13 
from 
n the 
odid 
veri 
J {| 
"= 
nand 
all tn 
Chi 
g wit 
will 
beaſ 


un ON 


Kg! 


e Subſtance remaining, there was 
Glorious Appearance: For he had the 
me Linecaments in Tabor, as ar the foot 
the Mount ; otherwiſe Peter could not 
ve diſtinguiſhed him from Meſes, and 
25, * But his Body now in Heaven 
th more excel in Glory that Body he 
ad on Earth, chan the Glory of the 
1 {urpaſſes that of a Glow-worm ; not 
ly from the Glory of his Soul, bur of 
's Divinity ſhining through it. What 
wonderiul Change mult pals on the 
dies of the Glotified Saints, to make 
em capable of beholding this Glory 
: Chriſt; when a little Glimpſe of it 
n Mount Tabor , was more than a 
lortal Eye could bear ; it caſt Peter in- 
an Exſtalie? Our Lord forbad his 
i'ciples to ſpeak of the Glory of his 
ranshpuration , till .after he was Rifen 


* Mr. Charnock,, of Chrii's Exaltation , Vol. -. 
+ 10c3, 


from 
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from the Dead ; but now is willing, "0... 
hath commanded it ſhould be ſpoke. 
of,all che World over,that our rhougll 
and apprehenſtons may be railed , x 
confider that Glory, which this did þ 
imperfectly ſhadow and repreſent. 
if before his Reſarre&ion, and Aſcenl 
on, the Human Nature of Chriſt h; 
ſuch a Glory, how much more in He; 
ven ? and we ſhall be like him. Moſes 
the Mount did fo ſhine, that the Peop 
were afraid to come near him, andt 
was forced to caſt a Vail upon his Fac 
One ray of Chritts Glory on the He 
Martyr Stephen, made his Countenaqg 


ſhine with an Angelical Luſtre, An 
when be fhall appear, we {gr be like him; I 


will then be admircd of all them ti 
believe : We fhall be like him whois 
' Biciled and only Potentate, the King( 


Kinys, and Loid of Lords. who alonf}, ; 


naath Immortality, dwelling in hu 
Light which no man can approach ul 
io; whom noman hath ſeen, or can { 
z Frm. G. 15, IO, 

2, There will be a change of tick 
bodies in reſpe&t of Spirituality, Ir 1s (ov 
a Natural body, -and raiſed a Spit 
one. The groſſneſs and Feculency ti 
naw adheres to it, ſhall be purged on 
Not Spiritual ia oppolicion to Corpores 


— 
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12,0"Y: is a ContradiCtion ; but in oppoſiri- 
POW to Natural ; of a Spiritual Nature 
22 "Y oppoſition to this infirm fleſts ; a body 
; My to the higheſt degree of Excel- 
nice, as near the Angelical State asa 

xy can be brought. It is called our 

uſe, from Heaven, tf $6915 not «wo , 

Wot an Houſe that is to deſcend from 
aven to us, but that is of an Heavenly 

ture, all of a Peice with Heaven. So 

ried, as to be Affimilared to the Hea- 

aly Region, where we are to dwell 

Wr cver. The firi# Man was of the Earth, 
rthly;the ſecond Man is the Lord from Hea- 

1: And from each of them we par- 

ke of an anſwerable Nature. As zs the 

> W-othly, ſuch are they that are Earthly, even 
lof us in our Reſhly State. having earrh- 

WW) bodies from an earthly Adam, and na- 
ural bodies from the natural Adam, And 

W's the Heavenly, ſuch are they that are 
W/{eavenly : For Chrif will make chem 

ike himſelf ; and as he hath an Heaven- 

ly Spiritual body, and not an Eartbly 
}Natural body,ſo ſhall his Members have, 

F "Maar they may be like bim. And as we 
10" Yliye born thelmage of the Earthly, in 
Ti having a Natural Fleſhly body, we ſhall 
1 alo bear the Image of -the Heavenly 
Cl 4anr, in having a Spiritual Body, not 


WI) 


ne2ding the uſe of Meats , or Drinks, 
| or 


pe n———_—_—_— _ 
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or any of the refreſhments or pleafudl,. 


of the ammal Life, or be imployed; 
any of thoſe Afts, whereby the body 
now denominated-Natyral, and fuited; 
this Earthly State. But our bodies {| 


then be Spiritual, fuired to the Lite th 


Angels and Saints live in Heaven ; eve 
way greatiy refined, and the Activity 
' our Spirits improved, without the & 
fects and infirmities of fleſh ar 
blood 3 ſhall be inveſted with Czlcſti 
Qualities, depending wholly on the Soul 


and yielding ready obedience, and confifi;; 


formity to its defires and motions, 6 
cnting all its Commands with pleaſun 
2nd Diſpatch. Yea; the imployme 
and opcrations of the body ſhall be railt 
above thoſe in the preſent ſtate, as mud 
as the Imployment ofa King exceedsth 
of a Scullion. This Spiritual Body ok 
repretents by Organized Light, as a torcd 
2r wood that looſeth its drofly and fogg 
qual:iiics, when heightened into a purt 
Aame, or minerals heightened into Sp 
rits. 

3. The Bodies of the Saints ſhall t 


changed from weak and paſtive , int 


Active and Powerful Bodies, Sown if. 


Weakneſs, bunt raiſed in Power, The) 
are now dull and ſluggiſh, bur then th 
ſhalt be nimble and attiyc, like the Bod) 


< 
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Chriſt, that, at.his Aſcenſion into Hea- 
n;being done in one day,moved many 


f 
| Wufands of Miles in an honor; the di- 
/ ce between the higheſt Heavens and 


x 
LL 
F 


WB: Earth, being-compured to be fore 
ndred millions 'of Miles : 'F hey ſhall 
08S raiſed with Angelical Agiliry and 
gh: He'that is weak among them 
I'be as David ; he that is is Pard, ſhall 
as an Angel of Go1; moying withour 
Wiculty, and without weariacls. Now 
"IF 0:tcn find the Body cannot keep Peace 
Wii the Soul, the Fleſh is weak when the 
"Writ is willing, bvt it ſhall be raiſed in 
pr. It is now liable to Diſeaſes and 
ons, can do little and ſufiers much ; 
no Diſeaſcs or Infirmities ſhall here- 
hinder its motions, or impalr its 
Ith, A'gorified Body will move 
bout wearineſs , ard faſt without 
rer, and wake for ever without need 
refreſhment: -* Herein rhere wi'l be a 
boWablenels to) the Aftivity of a'glorified 
W!; and without this they could nor 
Ir the weight of the Heavenly Glory : 
des, they are to jndure to all Ercrni- 
without reparation by meat , and 
Wk, and fleep. | 
W: They ſhall be Ircorrupribie, and 
wal. It is fown in Corruption, it 1s 


"Wd in Incorruptiov. This —_— 
1 
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ſhall out on Immortalicy, They ſhall 


no more; bur live for ever, Ther 
the day of the ReſurreRion, 1s called 
Redemption of our Bodies 5 They | 
not be liable to be put out of tunehy 
firmities, and pains, and numberiel 
eaſes, as now .; which often make 
it {clfe a Burden: They ſhall be la 
tal, without needing that Labour 
day, or flcep by night, which no# 
beſtow ro ſapply their Neceſhtics; 


__- 


repair their decays, and -preyent De 


Now the Body has the {ceds of Mc 
and Corruption, buc ſhall then bere 
from all ſuch Principles; There ſhall 
be a tendency to Death, in the £ 
and conſtitution of the Body ; (uch 
be the glorious Change, that they 


dye any more, 20, Luk, + They: U 


were raiſed by Chrift when on 


they. dyed again, their fecond Life will 


more exempt from death, than their 
But at the Reſurreftion, Morta/ty (t 
{wallowed up of Life, it ſhall loſe its þ 
and force for eyer. 


it A III ne 
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CHAP. VIL 


ferences of Truth, and Duty from the pre- 
ceding Diſcourſe. The Soul doth not 
reriſh, when the Body dies. The Felicity 
of the Soul is what we principally deſire. 
Our. Faith ſhould be confirmed inthe Be- 
leving Expettation of this GloriJus Change, 
Our affettions and Converſation ſhould be 
| Suitable 


Pr "IT I" 


SC 25-6 


=. Firf, Let us not then imagin the State 
M {the Dead robe a State of Non-exiſtence , 
3&8 Annibiation, that the Soul periſhes 
nh the Body, and that we-are with- 
-p: Hope cf its Refureftlon. Whereas, 
4, cn our Soul paſſes into a ſtate of Reit 
Wd Joy with Chriſt, our Fleſh reſts in 
Wipe that theſe Bodys ſhall be raiſcd 

id rennired tro their glorious Souls, We 
W= to pals through the Valley of Death 

oa Blefled Life, This is the D:fire and 
'W7ope of all the Followers of Chriſt, And 
Wheſe very Dofires of a bleſſed Life beyond 
Jr Grave, wid prove the Certainty of it. 


We 
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We muſt | have ſtrange Thoyy| 
of the infinitely wiſe. and holy Goda 
of his Love and Goodneſs, to imay 
he fhould give his Creatures ſuch 
Knowledge of himſclt chat makes t 
deſire more, even a Deſire ro knowl 
and loye, and injoy him perperualhW: . 
and yet neyer intend an eternal 
munication of himſelf, anſwerable 
thole De:fires. Can we think the bleſk 
God would deceive. and mock ' rhe 
that deſfire' to ſeek , and pleaſe bim 
by inabling them to aſpire after a 
pineſs-in his preſence, and by giyl 
them a Capacity for ,ic, And then | 
fruſtrate and diſappoint his own work 
Can we think, that God would exci 
their Deſires after another, and a beti 
ſtate, and yer never admit chem to 
Can we imayin that God would'ra 
their Deſires from fin and this Wofl 
to himſelf anJ Heaven, 'and that thi 
ſhall never be anſwered/in a happy Ifſut 
' Shall the very SanChfication of onr N 
ture prepare fot our Torment, and hf 
to make us miſerable 2 Will the' Gt 
of Love and Grace inable us'by ? 
Grace ro hunger and thirit afrer Right 
ouſnels, and after rhe bleſfed viſion 
his Face in Glory, and yet neyer def 
our SatisfaQion ? - in 


.. Death a Deliverance, 8x 
3 MW The more. any partake of the.divine 
Mlmage, we find that they groan and long 
+ Wes more caracſtly after another ſort of 
Happineſs, than is here to be had ; after 
-Woother State; and Lite than now they 
njoy - .And may we not conciude that 
*Wuch a Scate there is ? 1 he natural Deſire 
Wt Happine's in all mankind, will do 
Wnuch co prove that there is luch a thing : 
zur the holy Defires of the SanCified, 
pfluenced by the {ſpirit of Grace, will 
-WMnuch more prove it - That ſpirit of 
Wbciſt, that hath inabled. thee to long 
Wod pray for a more perfeft State, that 
Was conquered thy vain Deſires after 
rthly things, and raiſed them to ſeek 
he Knowledge, and Love, and Fruittion 
* @f God ; That Spirit is the Witneſs of 
»M-briſt in thy Sou!, that there is ſuch a 
Wiate aſter Death, and that thou ſhalc 
hare in the Blefledneſs of .it, He hath 
aSawc), and wrought, and firted, and 
nade thee meet for ir, T hele Deſires, 
'M is truey are but faint and weak, to what 
be pramiſed ſalvation may Juſtly cha- 
4eoge; yer they arc holy and {incere, and 
2 Fave God, and Chriſty and his blcfſed 
6 relence above, for their Oþjet ; thou 
"Falt his Image and ſeal imprinted on 
Jy Nature, Mind and Will, This Evt- 
Ince and Experience in thy (clt ſhall no 
de d>(ear=d in ics Tendency ard Defipne 
G SECT, 
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Secondly, In our Contemplation of thy 
happy State, which the ſaints delire, beÞitua 
yond the Grave, we ought to remember, Pome! 
that though the Glorious Change of tþeÞ 9ai 
Body be one part, the Felicity of the SalſÞhicl 
is the principal one : Yea the Glory ic mc 
departed Souls, is one great Cavle anfſatisfa 
Means of that happy Change, which yeſſſce th 
expect for the Body. To be with Chrilpa! 
and behold his Glory, and partake dfÞiall : 
it, does eſpecially refer to the Soul ; Wi 
ſhall Jjee him as he is, and in that reſpt 
be made like him. We are now thfie L 
Children of God by free Grace and Adopgiu! 
tion 3 but his admirable Love will noi! « 
deliſt, till our Conformity to his Image 
be more compleat, till we are broughi*Q 
to his Preſence, and partake of his Hoſ*ttl 
linels to that degree, as to be the objelſ® nc 
of his eternal Complacence and Delight Ve 


Father, I will, ſays Chriſt, that thoſe thaſpait 
thou baft given me, ſhould be with me © V1 
behold my Glory, d {c 

1 hen all our Sivs and Failings, all ou Di 
Follics and Infirmities, all our WrinklqN : 
and Blemiſhes, all our Tranfgrcſhonf97e- 
and Imperfettions, ſhall be done away lu þ 


and our Souls ſhall be waſhed white 1 tor 
| the 


o 
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he Blood of the Lamb, being conform- 
ed to our Divine Pattern. 

The lefſer Manifeſtations of the Spi- 
tual Glory of Chriſt, which we have 
ometiies here, are highly valuable to 

 Sainr, but unſpeakably ſhort of thar 

hich we expect; theſe hereafter will 
Fc more cl-ar, more transforming, more 
\natisfaftory, and more laſting : We now 
welt through a Glaſs, but darkly ; but we 
ri0Wall know as we are known , for we 
. offiall ſce him as he is, We hope for aft 
Wwlightened, and inlarged Mind to be- 
oedF$old the Excellency and Radiancy of 
Mic Divine Perfeions, ſhining in and 

rough our glorified Redeemer, This 

ll oblige the moſt Improved Saint 

Wat ever left rhis Earth, to cry out with 

Wc Qucen of Sheb.: concerning Solomon, 
itthe one half was never told them, 

(45 not known or believed before. And 
hilt We are changed into his Image by be- 
dlding his Glory in the Goſpel-glaſs, 

ce Vilton hereafter will be more clear; 
dſothe Chanve wiil be greater, and 

$ Delight and Compiacence rcſuiting 
nkI&m it, muſt needs be unfpeakably 
orfore. And this i- our Comfort, that it 
way! be fuch , as ſhall laſt for ever. If 
ite iſe have any Glymps of him at pretenr 
# the Light of Faith, we quickly _ 

(3 4 4 $41 
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the (ight again: How ſoon docs an interWdet 
poling Cloud hide him from us ? pum! 
the Felicity of the Bleſſed Vitton aboveo! 
wiil be permanent, we ſhall dwell foqrat 
evcr in the joyful Light of his Coungprac 
nance, and abide with him continual 

in the Heavenly Manlitons. | 
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Thirdly, Let us then indeavour to cont? 
firm our Faith 11 the ExpeQation of tif 
blefled State, for Soul and Body 
Death, Let us keep the Grounds 
Faith vifible in our Eye; let us 1mpk 
our Thoughts frequently , and ferioul 
upon the blefſed Object: Ler us dee 
and often conſider the cogent Realol 
upon which we believe and expe tug 
things; both the intrinſick Ground ,** 
Faith, and the Motives of Credibill nd C 
that our Aﬀent may be the more 6nſÞ<, 4 
and laſting; that our Chriſtian Fac) a 
may influence us, as prefent things "ve c 
wont to do. Pil 
Did wenot look upon the great thu*m | 
of the other Life as uncertain we cole" 
not but reckon them preferable toqF'® 4 
beit of our preſent Injoyments. DidWF!'"35- 
believe them, we could not but delig® ito 
2E- Ws have lirtle to lay fot of d Im 

| 
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dliring that bleſſed State, but ovr cri- 
minal /nfidelity, that we believe it not : 
For were we but fully perſwaded of the 
truth of the Promiſes, we muſt needs im- 
racethem for their Goodneſs,and Excel- 
Jency ; and then we (ſhould long till 
Jeath did draw atlide the Vail, open che 
ate of Heaven, and b ing us into rhe 
Divine Preſence, Bur we waver and 
Woubr co--cetning the invilible tuture 
orld; and hence it is that we cloſe 
vith what is Preſent, becauſe we are not 
qually perſwaded of the Truth and 
rtainty of what is Future, Let us 
hen indeavour to ſtrengthen, and con- 


Wim our: Faith. 


S'E CT. +IV. 


Fuurthly, Let us regulate our Afc&ions 
nd Catriage in this Eatrthly I aberna- 
e as Perſons. who bejieve and expet 
ch a glorious Change. Let us pals the 
ime of our Sojourning in this World, 
Pilgrims and Strangers. Let, us abſtain 
om fleſhly Luſts chat War againſt our 
Juls, Ler us ue both our Souls and Bo- 
lies anſwerable to: the belief of ſuch 
18.02s. Let us watch lcft we are ſurpriz- 

$7 into fin by our badily Senſes, Apperttes 
d Imagination, Let us remember thac 
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the, Soul and Body , like two diſeaſed 
Creatures bound rogether it: one chain 
do now mutually infe&, corrupt. and 
Poyſon one another ; Let us take heed 
of {in by the inordinate Love of Bodih 
Picaſure, or the undue fear of Bod:.y Suffer: 
ing, 

Let us imitate the Pattern of Chril 
whilc he aweit 1n a Body, and Iaboit 
to have the ſame Mind which he had, 
ro be in this World as -he was ia it; It 
the good and evil of 'this World hay 
leſs powerful impreſſion upon us: 
us not be over {ond of the Pleaſuresd 
tie Animal Life ; may they every. aj 
be lefs con'tderable with us! Let: ws ng 
ſo love the Body, as on that account to 
decline any preſent Duty ; much lets 
over-jove it, asto prefcr the Comfoitsd 
th- preſent Lite to. a future Felicity. * 

Let us not regret oyer much that ſuc 
an earthly Tabernacle muſt fall int 
du?, that ſach - a -periſhing Bedy aw 
diffolye, and lyc-in the Grave, We 
are ſcni:ble how weak and uſeleſs it wa 
for a _ good: while. at firſt, bcfore 4 
B dy was fitted for the [. rvice of the Suu 
2nd we cannot bit be: ſenſible what 
Troubl: and Temptation it has 


{ince : Ler the burdens and incohvenr 


ences 0; the bodily Life be more! role 
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ble, let us not be impatient under t hem ; 
et us be willing that the outward Man 
decay, ſo that the inward Man be re- 
newed ; let” our Judgment and Eſteem, 
our Defires and Indeayours,our Joys and 
Sorrows, be reQified and moderated, as 
to all that refers to the Body,and this Pre- 
ſent Life. Ler our Eyes and Hearts be 
fixed on the Heavenly State, let us re- 
member we are a ſort of Creatures rela- 
ted to theother World, though we dwell 
at preſcnt in an earthly Tabernacle. 

a the midſt of our carthly Comforts, 
let us think of the Heavenly State and 
Lite as infinitely better. Let us Keep a- 
live the Deſires of the Preſence of Chriſt, 
and fuller Conformity to him, 1n the 
height of our Temporal Proſperity. 
Ler the believing Thoughts of the Cz- 
leſtial State be unſpeakably ſweeter to us, 
than the beſt of all this World, when ir 


K 5moſt pleaſant, commodious, and invi- 


ting: Our Spirits are Diſtempered, and 
out of Order, it it be not thus with us, 
| And ler all the Calamiries and Af- 
fictions of this preſent Life, be ſupport- 
ed by this Expefation ; and improved 
likewiſe to ſtrengthen, and increaſe ſuch 
Defires of a berter State. This is one 
delign of God in our Temporal Crofles 
to aſſiſt Cur Victory over this World, an 
G 4 maks 


kindneſs, co Brotherly-kindacſs Chari 
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make us more intenſely and earncltly 
aſpire after Heaven , to teach us to long 
for everlaſting Reſt, and Peace , ardlcj,, 
Glory ; to bring us praftically to reckon, W,.. 
and conclude, that the expected Glory; 
that 1s to be revcalcd in us, will infinite: 
ly out ballance all the ſuftcrings -of out 
preſent State. 

In (art, il you believe and exyett luclic 
a bleiſed Change, ler the Apoſtles Exhorſhhoc 
ration take place, to be tedfaſt, unmovally 
allways abounding in the work of the Lint 
for you know it cannot be in vain in the Lori 
Do not regret the Thoughts of laboutin 
and ſuffering, for a little while more * 
longer in this Body ; you need notap 


_prehend you ſhall be loolcts, or fear her | 


have a bard Bargain : For your preſet 
Sorrows, and ſufferings, and difficulr$ 
vices, can Jaſt buta liule while, and ſballfthere 
have an cternal Recompence: It we atWoyr 
never {o abundant in the Work of tht 
Lord, it we begin rrever lo ſoon, anſfare, 
Jaſt neyer ſo long, ic ſhall not be in val 
in the Lord, It therefore you thus ts 
lieve and exped, be perſlwaded to git 
all.Diligence,adding to ypeur Faith Vertu 
to Vertue Knowledg to Knowledg Tempe 
rance, to Temperance Patience, to Pat 
ence Godlineſs, ro Godlineſs Brotherly 


being 


2 
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being filled wich all che Fruits of Righte- 
ouſneſs that are by Chrilt * Jeſus to the 
Glory and Praiſe of God,.that an Entrapce 
nay bc adminiſtred to you abundantly, 
T)Winto the eyeriaſting Kingdom of ous 
MLord and Saviour Jelus Chriſt. Ler vs 
follow 'afrer, that we may apprehend 
ar,for which allo we arc apprehended of 
-hriſt Jeſus, Let vs reach forth unto 
"Whole things that are. before, forgetting 
hole which are behind, and preſs to- 
rards the Mark of the Prize of the high 
lling of God in Chriſt Jc(us; chat if 
by any means we might at- | 
tain unto the ReſurreQtion 75. 3- 11, 
f the dead, Let vs remem- *'* '3 
her we are co be but alittle while in this 
body, and this carthly Houſlc 1s appointed 
tor Labour,-ir is a-work-houſe ; Let ns 
Iherefore give al Diligence to work out 
Vow Salvation, as knowing we ſhall not 
be long in the Body. This is the Apoſtles 
$-igument as tro himſelf, (and cqually 
oncerns us) 2 Per, 1, 12, 13. 
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Of the Charafters of ſuch, who ' may, ad 
ought to,long for this Glorious Change; wh 
bave a Title to the Deſired Bleſedneſs. 


F7'%; How:ſollicitous ſhould wet 
' to find in our {elves the Charadt 
of ſach ro whom theſe Deſires are ſus 
ble, and to clear up our Tr'/e to thal,y; 
blelied State , which the Followers ali 

Chriſt do thus earneſtly long for ? Tir 
Promiſe of the Heavenly Inheritances 
annexcd to our being born of God, or 
ing born from above ; You mult the 

fore look after the Renoyation - of ti 
Divinc Image and Life, by the Spiritd 
Lite aad Power in Jeſus Chriſt: chat tit 
H>!y -picit may W itaeſs with your Pp 
rit- co his own Work; that you may 

cover and diſcern rhoſe holy AﬀeRions Fi 
the Fruits of the Spirit, which are profil 
per to tie Childr:n of God ; ſuch, 1 

an humble Fear of him, and dijizer 
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are to pleaſe him ;, a fervent Love to 
d and Chriſt, an intire Relignation 
o his Will, Holy Zeal for "To tar” 
and Glory, and truſt in his Word, G&c. 
For , till your Natures are changed by 
he. Spirit of Chriſt, and you are fo 
ade mect for . the Heaycnly Inheri- 
ance, you cannot have a ſhare in this 
leliedneſs, no more than if the legal Bar 
x not temovea by the forgivenels. of 
in, or your Perſons not reconciled by 
he Blood of Chriſt. 

The Qualification of the Heirs of this 
reat Salvation. 1s-variouſly deſcribed in 
cripture, Sometimes by Faih, ſome- 
mes by Regeneration , ſometimes by 
eavenly Aﬀettions, ſometimes by Holy O- 
Wedien:ey and Franfulneſs in Good Works : 
a! muſt concur to {uit us, and to Iati- 
We us tro che Heavyenly State: 

You are therefore to inquire after the 
graters of the! Children of God, and 
be Heirs of Heaven, which is a ſtate 
W! Sinleſs Perfeftion : Aid therefore, 


W examine whether you are. Frought 


W loath your ſelves for your Sins, and 
"Wat there is no fin but you would de- 
te to know, and are as dcfircus to be 
Wd of ; and would rather be freed trom 
in, than from Afliction : VV hether 
Wu do not aſpire atter ghe highelt De- 
| | | grecs. 


- 
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erees of Holineſs * Whether you woull 
not rather be perfe& in the Love oW\.cl 
God, and the Obedience of his Will; you 
than have all the Riches and Pleaſurs vou 
of the Werld ? Whether you do ne AM 
ttke , and love that Degree of Holineb 
in cthers, that you have not yet attain 
ed your {elyes? Whether yon do nc 
love the Image of God and Chnſft; 
wherefoever 'you can diſcern it ? Whe 
ther you do not endeavour to Mertift 
the Fleſh, not to live or walk after'ic, 
bur to be Crucified to the World, and 
with your chicfeſt care and-endeayour, 
ro leryc and pleaſe God, 'and enjoy hin 
for ever; depending on Chriſt his S% 
crifice, and Interceſhon, and Spirit, fot 
all your Grace and Glory ; all yout 
Hopes of Acceptance with God, and Ci 
pacity, or Title for Communion witl 
aim; giving up your ſelves intirely t 
be governed by him, being willing 0 — 
obey his Law , whatloever it ſha!] col 
you ; watching over your Heart , At 
tetions, and T houghts, as well as out 
ward Attions; taking Pleaſure in tht 
Worſhip and Service of God, as a de: 
lightful Work, reſigning to God , and 
being devoted to his W ill, Praying ftt 
quently for his Grace , and caſting yout 
ſelves on his Mercy, through | Jelw 
Chriſt for Erernal Lic. T hel 


— — 
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Theſe are ſome of the Charaders of 


oMſ:ch, as are Heirs of Salvation. Theſe 


you muſt look after ; and then endea- 


urs your to advance, in a Joyful Hope and 


Afſurance ; that the Heavcnly Inheri- 
tance is yours; labouring for a ſerled 
air-M Conſcience, growing in Grace, and e- 

ſpecially in Mortified AﬀeCtions to the 
ft, World; and liviog in the Exerciſe of 
Grace, by careful obedience to God, as 
thoſe that are abſolutely devored to kim, 
and hope to liye in his Bleſſed Preſence 
for eycr. 
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CHAP. IX. deſu 


How Few Chriftians live in the Exeraſe ii -\ 
ſuch Deſires after the Bleſſed Changi 
What may be the Reaſon. That ſome few 
Death, and particularly of a painful Deat! 
may confiſt with Uprightneſs. That eld 
Chriſtians, and the Sickly and Infin'i 
ſhould endeavour to quicken ſuch a Deſit 
of Deliverance y Death. Reproof dil 

efe 


Exhortation in reference bereto. 


NS! $8 © Þ. L Ir al 
| Fi | | _ Let us be Aſhamed that m 7a 


| PF find in our ſelves no more of thi... 
$i hb holy frame. That we ſo over-love thilſſh..., 
1140 Earthly Houſe, and are afraid of Death: 20x 

| | That our Deſires are /0 fat /t toward this bleſ Ve 
iN fed Change. How ſhameful is our back i: B 
14 wardneſs and unwillingneſs to depatt, rany 
Ih and be with Chriſt » Kd how faulty enly 
are the Cauſes of it ! which, in * anos” 
trad 


{3 


* See Moarner's Companion, Diſcourſe 3d: 
The Saints Deſire to be with Chriſt. 


cher 
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her Diſcourſe I have open'd. How is 
that ſo few can ſay with the Apolile, 
deſire to be diſſolved, and to be with Chriſt , 
W1ich 75 far better, 
Have we not Experienced enovgh of 
he Vanity and Vexation of this World, 
» make us willing of a better Abode > 
"Wave we not ſinned and ſufſered cnough 
- 1 this Body, to deſire ro be uncloathed 2? 
"Mt leaſt to wais paticntly the Pleaſure of 
od for our Removal ? And ſo gloriors 
the Change, which Chriſtians expe, 
at one would think there ſhould ra- 
er be need of Patience, to make a Be- 
ever wait till then. But whateyer the 
xerciſe of -this Patience, under preſent 
urdens may be, we need not doubr but 
ic hours Enjoyment,will make amends 
rall our Waiting and Preparing. 
|t cannot be long with the Toungeſt 
{ us. Let us not put it at a great Di- 
nce, for that will quench the Coal of 
leaycnly Deſire, if we look upon Hea- 
Wen as Twenty or Thirty years off, 
Ve know not how foon God may call 
$; Bur have great Reaſon to lament the 
tangeneſs of our Thoughts to the Hea- 
enly State, and the faintneſs of our De- 
res, when. the Promiſed Felicity 1s fo 
tractive! Do we think we ſhall live 
er the Jonger for being unwilling to 
| Dye? 


9s Deatha Deliverance. _ 
Dye? Can it enter into out T houghs 
that our cxceſfive Love of the Body \ 
procure our Continuance 1n it? 

Is it poſſivle we ſhould imagine, th 
ſincerity of Love to Chriſt is conliſte 
with our Backwardneſs to go to hin 
and live. with him? Why then do\ 
not aſpire more carneſtly after chis gl 
rious Change ? How is it that we groalif 
under the Burdensof this Earthly Ti 
_ ang yet are loth to be dcliye 
cd ? | | 

Will a Sick Man be afraid of his K 
covery? Or, a Priloner tremble at ii 
News of a Goal-delivecy > No mg 
ſhould a real Chriſtian be afraid 
Death, or unwilling of it: For, cou: 
dering the Death , and Reſurre@ion 
and Afcenſion, and Promiſe of Chrit 
It is toa Believer a quick Paſſage fro 
Sickneſs ro eternal Health , from Ti 
and Labour , Captivity and Sorrow; 
7 everlaſting Reſt, and Liberty, a 

oy. 

I think, (ſays * one,) God has p 
poſely cloarhed your Soul with fo pal 
a Dreſs, that you ſhould be the lels1 


DL — 


* Mr, Baxter of Self-dental, p. 202. 
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E willing to- be uncloathed , and mighc 


ſeatn to ſet more by your Souls, than: 
by your Bodies, and make more care- 
ful. Proviſion for them, - It ſeems he has 
purpoſely lodged you in ſo poor a Cor- 
tage, that you ſhould. nor be at too 
much Care for ir, ror be too loth to 
leave it, You have its daily Necefſi- 
es, Infirniities and. Pains, and ſome- 
phat of its Filth and Loathſomneſ;, to 


1 ell you of its Meanneſs: . And why 


hould you be ſo unwilling that fo frail 
2 Body ſhoald be turned to Duſt > Duſt 


Wt is, and to Dult ic is Sentenced. When 


be Soul has left ic but a Week, Men 


$21 ſcarce indure to fee ir, or ſmell it ; 
Wind ſhould the breaking of ſuch an 


arthen Veſſel be ſo unpleaſant a thing 
oyou? And, for irs Vſefulneſs,though, 
far as 1t ys obedient, it was ſervicea- 
le ro your Souls and to God; Yet 
2s it fo refraftory , 1I|-diſpoſed , and 


Wiobedient, that it proved no better 
an your Enemy. Many a I cmpta- 


lon 1t hath entertained and cheriſhed , 
nd many a Sin hath it drawn you to 
ommit, Your Senſes have let in a. 

orld of Vanity, your Wandering 
yes have called in Coycrouſneſs , and 


Wide, and. Luſt, Your Greedy Appe- 


vill 


tes have been fo cager on the Eair , 
| thas 


o 
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that they have too often born down 
your Faith and Reaſon , and drawn yu 
To Excels in Meats or Drinks , for Ma 
rcr or Manner, for Qualizy, or Quat 
tity, or both, Mapy a' Groan thek 
Sins have coſt. you , and a ſad uncon 
tortable Life you have had by reaſan'd 
' them; in - compariſon , of what yat 
right have had, and this Fleſh bg 
been the Motner , or the Nurſe of all 
You were engaged , by your Baptiſ 
Co:enant, to. Fight againſt it, when ye 
entered into the Church ; and, if yc 
are Chrigans . this Combate has bea 
vour daily Work, and much of tit 
Buſineſs of your Lives; And yet at 
you Jloth to have the Victory, and is 
your Enemy under your feet> Halt 
you fought your ſelves into Fricndlhy 
with it, that you are fo tender of it 
Do you not know, that when you 
rize greateſt Friends to the Body, it wi 
be the moſt dangerous Enemy to you 
D.» not think that it 1s only Sin, all 
not-the Body, that is the Fleſh, which tit 
Scripture cails your ' Enemy : For ©t 
thr- Body. as inclining to Creatures, fre 
which the {inful Soul cannot reftrainit 
It is the Body, as having an inordina 
tenſurve Appetite , and, Imaginartiot 
and fo diſtempered , as that it rebs 


ay v1 


_ 
. 
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W:gainft the Spiric, and caſterh off the 
Rule of Reaſon, and would not be cur- 
Wbed of its Deſires, but have the Rule 
of. all its fel Was it not the very 


"MF ic ſelf that Paul ſays he fought a- 
painſt, and kepr.undery, and brought- in- 


"Fro SubjeRtion, leſt he ſhould be a Calt- 


Maway? 1 Cor, 9. 25, Why ſhould Sin be 

called Fleſh and Body, bur chat it is-rhe 
Body, or Fleſh, that is the principal 
ſear of thoſe ſins, that are fo called? 


p. | 

' How earneitly ſhould we beg of God, 
| Mithat Faich and Hope in Vigorous Ex- 
\Wcrciſe, chat may kindle our Defires, and 
"MLove cowards the Heavenly State, and 
Jv make us long to behold the Lord in 
"MI olory ? when we ſhall pur off. this Bo- 
dy, and our Souls be filled with Heaven» 
ly Light and Love. Certainly,. if we 
do not. now delite ir, we ſhall never en- 
jy it: For, we can never be happy 
Oy full Gatisfation , in that which we 
do not know enough of, to make usde- 
: ite: Bur the litrle Knowledge and Love 
mn" God, which a real Chriſtian now 
MIPh, mu nceds make him, Importu- 
Woate in his Requeſts for more, and will 
make him value his Hopes of a berrer 
tate, beyond all the Plcaſures of Sia, 
in KF all the Fodrons of this VO 

- oo 


\ 


- 
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ED 


O How Paffionately haye ſome ex- 
ccllent Perſons lamented the weaknels I ©, 
of their Deſires and Love, and cryed }f «, 

i! out for more of Heavenly Life and «, 
ill | Lizht, and Love to God! © O * where +, 

| © is the longing, the rejoycing, the tr- cc 
| © umphing Faith > VVhere 1 the plea I «{ 
It! © ſant familiarity aboye , that ſhould W«y 

| © make a Thought of Chrift and Hex W*e 
| <yen to be ſweeter to me, than the ce 
Wt * Thought of Fricnds , and Health, or 4; 
1118 © all the Pleaſure, and Proſperity -in the W*« # 
f * World> Do thoſe that dwell in God, W* & 
© and GoJ in th-m,and have their Hear W* q 
78 . * and Converſation in Heavy?n, attain to W*6:;0 

} ©no more” clear and ſatisfying Precepy i © 

* tion of that bleſſed State, than I have Y*fh 

© yer attained > Is there no more Ac-W*& 

© quaintance aboye to be here expetted? F* Le 
© No livelier fen'e 'of future Joys? Nol*O 

© {weeter” Fore taſtes > No fuller. file W* G! 

* cing of Doubrs and Fears? Alas ! How W* irs 

* many Chriſtians are leſs afraid to&@M*rio 
* ©to a Priſon, than 10 their God; anlF{bee 

© had rather be Faniſhed to a Land &FF* id 

© Strangers, than ſert to Heaven ? V*no 


; Le * bli; 
( Te 
” Mr. Buxter'> Dying Tooughts, p. 134. 212- * Ent 
c 
| ; "Wh 


0 | ; | 6 Liſt, 


on >< nm. — 


_ Deatha Deliverance. IOT 


— 


SE — _————————— 


' Ied, muſt I, that am called thy 
Child, and an Heir of Heaven , and 
a Co-heir with Chriſt, have no more Ac- 
f quaintance with my Gloriftied Lord , 
*:2nd no more Love to. thee, who art 
\my Portion, before 1 go hence and 
(come to thee? ——— Muſt I go hence , 
fo lik: a Stranger, to my home ? © 
\ what do 1 beg for ſo frequently, and fo 
' earneſtly, for the ſake of my Redeem- 
'ery as the Spirit of Liic and Conſola- 
' tion, that may ſhew me the plea'ed 
'face of God, and unite all my Af- 
' fetions ro my glorified Head, and 
draw up this dark, and drowſic Soul , 
fro loye and long to be with thee ? 
* O God forbid, that this fiaful Fleſh 
* ſhould be more powerful to draw me 
* downward, than Faith, and Hope, and 
Love, to carry my Dclires upto God. 
*'O thou that. freely gaveſt me thy 
* Grace ,” maintain it to the laſt againſt 
* its Enemies, and make ic finally Vittc- 
frious: It came from thee, it bath 
'been preſerved by thee, it is on thy 
*lide, and wholly for thee ; O let it 
Fnot now fail, 2nd te conquer*'d by 
* blind and baſe Carnali:y, or by the 
* Temptations of a Hellith conquered 
*Enemy ! - Ir is thine Imaze 
* which thou lovecR, it js a Divine Na- 
Hy} cure 


' ture, and Heavenly Beam; V Vha 


——O— — 
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* will a Soul be without ir, bur a' Dun- 


*geon of Dirkneſs, a Devil for Malig- Y* 


F nity, and dead to Holineſs and Hea- £* gt 
© nets? —— 'O rather deny. me the 
© Light of the Sun, than the Light of thy N* hc 
© Countenance: Leſs miſerable had} £*frc 
© becn without Light or Being , thanf*th 
E without. thy Grace. ——= O forſake*an 
© not a Sinner in his extremity , who 
© conſents ro thy Covenant, and wouldf*tha 
© not forfake thee, My Ged , I haydFf Gr 
© often ſinned againſt thee, -buc yer-thot}*Co 
*knoweſt; I would | fain be thine. IN non 
© have not ſerved thee with: that Relo 


\ Jution, Fidelity. and Delight, as ſuch 1 

* Maſter ſhould hayc been ſcrved'; Buff ver 
* yer] would not forſake thy Service mo 
* nor change my Maſter, or my Workf Th: 
© Ican fav with thy Servant Paul, ARE war 
* 27.23. That thou art the: God whoſe I an} war 
* and whom I ſerve. And that | coul Fart 
© ſerve thee berrer ! Fer ro ſerve thee, iff pere 
© but to receive thy Grace, and uſe it tofſf ailo 
© my own, and others good; and ſo. nfþ that 
© ploritie rhee,and pleaſe chy Will, whidF and 
© being Love 1t ſelt, ir pleaſed. beſt, whiff and 
© we receive it, and do moſt good. Iy « 


* Nothing in this World is more mf can 
© Crief, than that 1 love thee no mare} Jure; 
* Forſake'not then a Sinner, that wou! 

| | <4 


On ——O——— 
|  — — 
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L * Theſe be ſome of rhe Dying Thou oht 
of that Excellent Perſon. " 


SECT. Il 


And yet, my Friends, miſtake me 
not. I ſay not that all are Gracclek; 
that arc afraid of Death. For Nature 
deſires Lite , even under Sufferings tha 
are bur tolerable, rather than dyc: And 
this is from meer natural, neceflary4n- 
clination,; which Free-will bath not full 
Power againſt. Death, as the Ditfſolu 
tion of cur frame, as the Separation 
Soul and Body, cannot, for -it ſelf, 
loyed: The putrifying of rhis Body 
in the Grave, the, greatneſs of the 
Change of Death, the darkneſs of ourfi 
Minds, and the weakneſs of our Grad; 
the remaining Scnſc of Sin,, - with the! 
dreadful Majeſty of "that God beion 
whom we muſt appcar, joined with out] 
Natural Ave:ſenefs to Dye, nay make 
us ſhrink: and tremble; * Bur the- Faith 
of the Invifible VVorld, the Love dl 

| Fg | [ 


/ : Ce 


Y See a more full Exawp!c of rke Atting df | 
Holy Dejires towards the Bleſſed Change , in ini 


Cloſer.of his Saints EverlaNting Reſt. 


Col 


* 
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God and Chriſt, and a deſire to enjoy 
him, and pleaſe him, and be with him , 
hould do much to overcome theſe Fears, 
and raake us willing. 

Though ſome remaining Fear be con- 

Wiſtent with Uprightneſs, yet remember , 
me that not to defire and long for this Blcſ- 
els; Wed State, though mix'd with a Fear of 
ure uoteryening Death, is highly criminal 
ha Hand faulty: For the Love of God'and 
\ndEChriſt , and earneſt Defires ro be like 
4n-Yiim, and to be with him , ſeems to be 
tullFitbe beter half of all Religion , 2 Tim, 
olu-Y4. 8. 2 Ti. 13. 2 Pet. 3-12. Not-to 


1 of deſire this Blefſed Change, is direQly a 


bel againſt the Goſpel, where- 
ody by we are*called to the obtain- * 2 Theſ.2 12 
the Wing of the Glory of our Lord 7e- 1 Pet, 1.12, 
ſus.Chriſt. VVithout ſuch 
deſires, we comply not with the Deſign 
and V Vill of God, who hath caſed us to 
Ws eterna ' Glory by Chriſt Jefus : For bow 
ourFan his Call be anſwered , without an 
akeWoclination of Heart to ſuch a State, and 
uh Defire after it ? £7 
c offs For a real Member of Chriſt, and 
cir of Heaven to be oniy Content to 
& the Lord, to be Content to be for ever 
t his Bleſſed Preſence, and perfefly ho- 
, and freed from Sin, is a very hard 


LOUSg 


ud harſh exptcſſon, Men are cove- . 
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rous, cager and ambitious afrer earthly ſof[ 
good , And ſhall a Chriltian's Defirebe up 
leſs carnett after the Keaven'y Glory ? 
{ grant , ſome remaining Fear - 
Death may confitt with Integrity ; whe 
it 1s. not God and Heaven:we are ave 
to, but Death that ſtands'in the way ; or 
when it. is becauſe of our Doubrs of Mica 
God's Acceptance of us. For I queſtionWow: 
not but moſt upright Chriſtians wouldMhe | 
rather dye than lave, might they buriſicc 
hope to be with Chriſt, and enjoy thiWear 
Divine Preſence. As others would wWrici 
glad of a Removal, might: it be - withutſſs hc 
Dying, becaule- they fear the Pains and 
errors of a dying Hour: Might theyWad r 
not be uncloathed , bt! cloarhed upon 
by an immediate Tranſlation , cheyFriet 
' care not how ſoon it were. For thettWais \ 
be many ſuch, who delire rhe Seco hi: 
Coming of Chriſt unfeignediy,” and thefkad | 
Blefſed Conſequences of it , ro whomſie,nc 
all rhe parts-of the Heaveniy State anc 
Life ate ſweet and grateful , who live 
and walk in their Integrity before God;Wabov 
:hough their Grace prevail not againtly 7 
:his Fear of dcath. | ant 
VYVhereas you ought ro conſider, 
tht the Throes and Pangs of TravellingſWven}: 
VVomen , in ordinary ca'es , may nol; 
ſuppoſed to cqual ,” or exceed the Painilar] 


> 
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Death. (And who knows the divine 
upports that may make our Diffolu- 
ion calic 2) Yet many a Mother has 
aurage and Patience, by the Hopes of 
fe, and of a living Child, when-all 
ie Sorrows ſball be ſoon forgotren, 
And ſhall the Knowledge and Expetta- 
oa of Heayen, and Ecernal LiF be leſs 
owerfuly to inflaence thy Soul againſt 
e Fear of Death 2 How many have 
xen inabled to conquer - the Fear of 


Weath, and been diſpleaſcd with their 


rieads, that-ralked of their Recovery 
& hopeful, .and . have told them, that 
Diicourſe was. not pleating, they 


heyFad racher dye. and be with Chrilt, 


4 
ain 
"* | 


Is it thy Uſefulineſs to Relations and 
riends, or to the Intereſt of Chriſt in 
bis World, that makes thee unwilling ? 
hiak a little, Are you fitter. to, Judge 
mad derermine of that than the ? Can 
not do his own Work without thee ? 
onlider therefore , Chriſtians , you 
nat know you' cannot. haye an Houſe 


above without pulling down this carth- 


y. Tabernacle ; you that know: you 
annot get, to Heaven but by dying, 
and-prezend ro be related to the hea- 
realy. Country..:: Are you defirous' of 


beWnothing beret. , than; the Fruits of this 


Earth ?; \What-a contempt of God and 
Bog, '_ Chriſt 


ws, OE mn” 
IE tare 
ee eee Ee te re ye AT ae. 
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Chriſt, What a gratification "of" theſe: 
Deyil, what a contradifion to your be-Wat 
lief and hope, does this BackwardnelWu! 

carry with it ? yea a contradiQtion 1d 
the very End and Deſign of all Religin;Wod. 
which is a dead, and vain, infignific:n 
and trifling thing, 1f it refer not tos 
Bled Etermty beyond 'the Grave, and lake 
if i: bring us not to delire, and chuſi 
as our End, 

You elpeciitly who are Od DiſciplyW 4c 
and have been long in the School of 
Chrift, ſhould conſider this. You knov 

ou muſt ere long lay down thisT 

rnacle and be uncicathed, you pri 
tels to hop? ſhortly to enter into tix 
Warld of Joy, ; What a ſhame ist 
that your Sight is no clearer, yourP 
cep:ion no quicker, your Apprehenſion 
no higher, your Delires no ſtrong 
as to this expeted Bleſſedneſ; after dbe 1 
Death ! though yo1 are ſenlible- yo 
draw nearer to the” things believed, andÞicad 
hoped for, and that within a little while You 
Vou exp2Xt the Promiſes will have Sally 
tull Pertormance aito you; that you a1 
almoſt there, where Faith ſhall paſs int 
Stghtand Love; You are almoſt read : 
to take your place in Glory, where Mile, v 
lions are gone before'you; O how is , ( 
that you arc no ' 'mote © JoyfullgſP!in, 
a Hella 


St 
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Mictcd with theſe Hopes : How is it, 
Sa your Thoughts are fo doubtful , 
Mour Defires ſo ſluggiſh ? That this 
Wody, and this preſent World, is fo 


— 


-:MWoduely loved ? even though the plea» 


re of ſenſible things be almoſt gone 
owgh bodily Infirmities and Pains, 


Wake this preſent Dwelling unealte : 
Mor they require your Patience, andcall 
loud ro you to haſten your work, to 


t looſe , and prepare to come away, 


ol od hath made you weary of this 
nor! orld; and makes you often cry for 


vine Affiſtance and Grace: He hath 
yen you to know by experience, that 
alone muſt be the Portion of your 


- MWouls, his Favour alone your Life, and 


Weaven or. nothing your happineſs : 


on find that the Hope of Hceavyen is 


Four only Comfort : For ſuch as you, 
ox unwilling todye, who, ty Age and 


eakneſs, have one ſoot in Heaven 


Wieady, is moſt incxcuſable. 


You have found that your Souls arc 


oy. worſt when your Bodys have 
n 


ſt, and when the Body 1s in the 


mtficlt- State, it is uſually worſt with the 


F 'Þ that the inward Man ſhould 
1 28 


f 


|: ſhould ic not chereſore be yout 
e, when the outward Man is _ 
* 

Il 


ing after God, and grow better ? 
Has 
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Has this vile and corruptible Fh 
been ſo much your Friend ,” thi 
are loth to be uncloathed > W 

atertainment have you had in thi 
World, that you ſhould be fo lotht 
leave it? Have your Fears, and Car 
and Sorrows, by reaſon of the Body 
deen ſo 3l;cbrfal, that you would n 
that they ſhould have an end, that j 
do not groan to be cloathed upon wit 
an Houſe from Heayen ? Methinks, 
every Pain and Ache,and Trouble, ay 
Sickneſs, ſhould mind the wicked 
rheir eternal -. Sorrows ; ſo the bac 
Infirmities, Decays, and Sicknels of god 


Men, ſhould rails their Delſtre ta! 


with Chriſt. | 
O Whar a ſhame is it, as to All 
us, that we no more defire andgroatt 
be delivered, when there is ſo glonoa 
and bleſſed a State in view betorett 
That the Thoughts of theſe things at 
ſo cold and ſeldom ! Our heave! 
AﬀeCtions ſo low and weak ! Whata 
be the reaſon ? but that we look upt 
the heavenly Glory as at the diſtance! 
many Years to come, if at all wet 
lieve and expect it> Bur this 1s ſhan 
to theſe that profeſs by Death ro expe 
a freedom from all the incumberand 


of Fleſh and Blood, of bodily Paſii 


——Death:a Deltveratice. x11 
and Appetites, and of all the preſent 
Temptations, of ſepſhality : who expett 


all that our Time of Sinning and Suffering 
ſhall ſhortly ' end togerher, when we . 


Y d: 
our, eycr more to intetcept, hinder, or 


5 


ſhall be' releaſed from all the ſad Acci- 
dencs of Mortality, and this vile and 
corruptible Body be raiſed in Glory. 
Shameful indeed for us, who: believe a 
bleſſed State ſo near, when there ſhall 
be nothing from within, nor from with- 


abate our compleat Felicity : who look 


» Wifor the Light of Gods eternal Favour 
© ſhine upon us, and the plentiful plea- 
ant Streams of eternal Goodneſs, flow- 
ing from God and the Lamb, to make 


[0 


1 


our delight, and Joy perfe& and ever- 


[ting. And yet we do not, as we ought, 
lelire and long to be Partakers of this 


nWicfſcd State. 


JV 4 
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CHAP. X. 


Oar Hily Friends Departed obtain their DWi-; 
fires by Dytrig * this ſhould moderate on 
funeral Sorrows. A ſhort Account of th 
Exemplary Charatter of Mrs. Mary Doo; 
tle, with ſome Paſſages of bir lalt Sickneſs 
The Conclufion., | 


———— _____ﬀl—_— 


S$ECT>L 
Lally, LF O W ſhould all this mode 


rate our Sorrow. for the deat, 


of our holy Friends and Relations? whol 
carthly Houſe is pulled down, to enjoy 4 
. Heavenly one; Who groancd, and wal 
ed, and longed , for that Diſolutiot 
whic'! we unduely Mourn for. 

are pleaſed with 'thit Tranſlation, ant 
Removal. which we bewai!, Ir is bit 
what they deſired, and long have wal 
ed for. They are now pleaſed, in th 
Happy Change of cheir old Earthly, 
Dwelling. for a Building of God, 1d 
maJe with Hands, cternal in the Het 
vens. Theyarc uncloathed to be Cloatl 
ed upon. Let us not then mourn. id 
their Advancement to that Hap 


Scate, which they earneſtly aſpired ati 
anK 


— 


_ a 
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xd which we our ſelves ſhould live in 
ie Joyful ExpeRation of. Let us re- 


byce rather, thar they haye finiſhed 


Wicir Courſe-; chat their Souls are gone 
IS Chriſt ; That their Bodys ſhall reſt 
*S their Grayes for a Time,and hereafter 

riſe in Glory. Let us think where our 
Weceaſed holy Friends now ate, what 
Wiy Sec, and know, and do, and enjoy : 
What the State, and Life, and Company, 
d' Employment above 1s : aid how 
wuch betrer it is with them now, than 
When they were with us on Earth. They 
we received the End of their Faith and 
ty, and fo attained their defire in the 
ent Salvation of their Soxls ; and they 
Wvc Aſſurance roo as to their Bodies 
hat hereafter they ſhall be raiſed, and 
nged, and made like the glorious 
Wdy of Chriſt. 


SECT. IL 


Wet us thus think in particular of our 


, noffÞod Friend Mrs. Doolittle , who hath 


off this Earthly Tabernacle, and 1s 
red into the glorious Aſſembly of 
Friends af Chriſt aboye, What I 
ſay of her, is not meerly to com- 
WF ih Cuſtom, concerning the Deeds 
| arc 


- — 
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but in hopes to cdifhie and Inſtrut the 
Living. ) 
| Know there be ſgme, who diſguſttie * 
publiſhing of any particular Paſlages 
our departed Friends, how Imitabk 
and Praiſe worthy ſoever : Bur it is the 
Flattery and Falſhood often uſed on ſud h 
Occaſions, concerning thoſe whoſe Cl *** 
rater will not bear a Commenaatin 
that is the Cauſe. But I fear no {ut c 
Cenſure as to whatlI ſhall now ſay wr 
ccrning -Her, whoſe Death and Funeal;: 
brings me here, and gives anoth F 
Place this day to my Reverend Brat. 
than thzs,where he is wont to be. 


God will not be diſpleaſed, that if" 
ſhould Honour thoſe, whom he bay »- 
Honoured with eminent Grace. TW. 7 
Memory of the Righteous ſhall be ble 
And how ſhall others be perſwaded 
follow the moſt Laudable Patterns,if 
conceal particulars > Atleaſt the Surr 
ing Relations, Friends, and Acqual 
ance may be cdified, and affiſted by 1 
their Duty upon ſuch Providences. | 
| have the leſs ro apprehend of Cav 
Objection in the preſent Cafe, be 
what I ſhall mention is from ſuch 
asthere can be no Doubt of the Tl 
of whatl ſhall ſay : and very ma, 
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} you here, will readily yield a concur- 


abt 
z Li 
ſuc 
Ci 
tio 
luc 


(0 


rent I cſtimony, 
$8. C1; Ut 


It ſhall be under three Heads. Fir# 
her perſonal Piety, or her general Cha- 
taſter as a Chriſtian. Secondly, her Re- 
ative Religion, or concerning her in the 
ſeveral Relations wherein ſhe ſtood, as 
ithfully diſcharging the Duties of them. 
biyd'y, Her Chriſtian Deportment 
nder bodily Infirmities and Sicknels, 
nith ſome more remarkable Paſſages in this 
ter laſt Sickneſs, before ſhe pur off this 
arthly Tabernacle. 


Firſt, as to her Perſonal Piety, and ge- 
eral - CharaRter as a Chriſtian , LU har 
be was truly Serious and Religious 
her Nouth, and ſo eſteemed and 
dged abone forty years agoe, was the 


round of her being choſen by her 


uband, as tne Companion of hisLite, 
Ind God continued Her to him in much 
ercy, for about nine and thirty years : 
ang pleaſed by her to build up his 
wouſe to ſuch a Degree, as not many 
ltances in Ciry or-Country can be 


Wien of the like. Thar out of his own 


amily, there--was not one Solemn Fu- 
k 2 neral 
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neral in Thirly nine or forty years ex o 
cept of two Children i the Month; » 
and one newly wean'd ; and none a / 
all in the ſpace of five and treayW.-i 
years: Let God have the Glory, andſl C 
jet Thankfulneſs ro heaven be mixed th 
with your mourning. by this Reflection. he 

baye many witnefles amongſt you th 


who were acquainted with her ſer di 
Piety ;. and they who knew her belt 7 
had: abundant proof of her ſecret Con Ht 
verſe with God, and dayly retircmenW mr 
for Meditation and Prayer : and this ver Say 
o'ten carly in the Morning. Which! 
Imicable by all of us, and one ot the belfff - $ 


Eviden-es of Unteigned, Real, Livugfthe 
Religion, in the Power of it. Am! 


1 donot underſtand, (and Like irher 
the worſe ) that ſhe pretended ter | 


Þ high flights of Confidence and Afufcime 


ance, which fcw attain or preſerve veWteſcr 
long, : and I fear many deccive thenand 

felv :, by ſomewhat that is not of GfChrij? 
under that Name. Yet when ſhe lfſtortal 
any Darkneſs as to her Spiritual Staffs 7, 

when ſhe was ſcnſible of the weakifard þ; 
of her Love 10 Chriſt , and Laweihen, 
cd it ; He who on all accounts wane 
eclt ro aſſiſt her, endeavoured to ict iframe 
Ernow the Truth of that Grace, by dull an 


gull 


CC _ -- - 
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evilhing of a threcfold Love to Chriſt 
a Delighting Love, a Defiring Lowe, 'and a 
Mourning Love : telling her that tho 
ſhe had not the former of theſe, to her 
Comfort * ſhe could not deny or difowa 
the two /atter. And this helped to give 
her Satistaction, and ſupport, concerning 
the Tryal of. her State, She added Ju- 
dicioully the Night before the dicd , 
I look to Sincerity, and uprightneſs of 
Heart, as a ground of —— but 7 do 
mt put them in the room of C hriſt my only 
amour. 


Several! years agoc the read - much in 


wi the practical: Writings of Mr. T/azc 
Ambroſe, particularly concerning Þternty, 
which made a very great Impreſſion on 
ro her Mind, {ſo as thar ſhe trembled un- 
ter the © Apprehenſfion, left the ſhould 
come ſhort of that! Blfjed Etermty, therg 
deſcribed. - However ' under her Doubts 
Wand Fears, when - the free Grace of God in 
Coriſt was difcourfcd of, ſhe could com- 
tortably fay, why then may not ſuch a one 
«7, be accepted by f' ee Grace im Chriſt ? 
d bope to be capable of Bleſſedneſs in Hea- 
WP, as well as others? this is a Faithful 
dying, worthy of all acceptation, that Chr:ſt 
ame 1nto the World te ſave Sinners, of whom 
Wan Chief, This ſhe did, andcould fay 
I 3 trom 


to 
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from her very Soul, and appeal therein 
to the Qmniſcient Searcher of Hearty, 
and this was her Encouragemert and 
Joy, that ſhe could Say it, 1 have reſigned 
my felf to Go1 in Covenant again and again. 
Bleſs the Lord who hath enabled me to deadtty' 
and give up. my ſelf to be his. Lord? Tan 
thine, Accept and Save me. And at another 
Time ſhe was able to fay, 1 have bad thit 
Converſe with God, and Communion with hin, iſ 
that I would not part with for the whole World, 

This is more than many who are Sin- 
cere attain unto. For tho ſome real 
Chrittians have great Refreſhment, 
and ſupport, by Communication- of 
Light, and Strength, and Joy upon a 
flick and} Death Bed : as it the Light 
of Glory ſhined into them, and they 
had the: b-ginning of Heaven here ; yaſþ 
many others may want this, when the 
come to die, and Experience little 
theſe' exuberant-. Joys, through thelt 
whole Courſe. For God exerciſes Prt 
rogative in the Diſpenſation of 6! 
Comforts, at that, andat other I ime 
Thercſore the Judgment we ſhouliff 
make of Perſons, muſt rarher be ground 
on their general Courſe of Life, thanolif 
their particular frame in Sickneſs, ortif 
ward the approach of Death; Some rim 
by 'xzafon of the diſorder of the Blot 


—_ — ———— _—— 


— 


0 Death a Deltverance. 119 


CN 


1n Spirits, the Holicſt ſeryants bf God 
ts nay be cirher Lump:ſh and Melancholy; 


nd Wrelſe Feveriſh and Phrenetcal : ſome- 
ied MWimes through the Temptations of the 
: FDcvil, they may be unſetled in their 


inds, or through Diffſertion ſpeak un- 
omfortably ro thoſe about them, T hey 
may afflict themſelves with diſpairing 
houghtrs, and leave the World under 
_ Darkneſs. T heir agonies in death 
rld, Wnay bz without,any fence of Comfort, 
d yet they may be accepted with God, 
real Wand paſs to eternal Glory: becauſe we 
as, Wiall nor be Judged according to that par- 
of Wicular Inſtant of Death, but according 
n aWothe gencral Courſe of our Life. How- 
yer it is obſerved in molt caſes, that 
0d does ſpeak peace to upright Chriſti- 
ans, .before he takrs them ro himſelt. 
ind thus it was with our Deceaſed Friend, 
ff which more preſently. Bur. 


$5 Ct. 1Y. 


Secondly, Let us Conſider her Carriage 
{Wn cach Relation, There were many things 
Wmitable in her Example, asa Wife, a 
Wlother, a Miſtreis', &c. ? Her Aﬀedtion 
and Reverence to her Husband, were 
ty obſervable. When he, among ma- 
dy other of the faithful Seryants of Chriſt, 
L 4 Was 


was Silenced, and forbidden to Preach 
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though ſhe had then Children, andlik 


to have more, and a conſiderable Man þ 
tenance was thereby to be ſtepped, and Þ 
growing Family to be caſt upon the Prof 6 
vidence of God; and many urged hell 5; 
to per{wade him to comply with. til v 
impoſed Terms ; ſhe who:ly declin'd iſt gf 
and would rather truſt God in a Suffer ft 
ing State ; leaving 1m intirely to þ 
Conſcience , as the fitteſt Judge of hi 
" Obligations, Truſt, and, Dury, in half 6 
Caſe. - | / in 
| the 
When afterwards, of Conicquents ul an 
his Nonconformity, he met with ir 
Difficulties, by continuing to Preach, i gui 
patiently ſubmitted, and took joytul $ ; 


the ſpoiling of their Goods , ſaying d 
ren , when his Perſon was in hazard ore 
That ſhe was ready,rather to adventunf He. 
her own Life, then that his ſhould be 6, 
danger : as apptchending his to be maifff fi | 
v2luable to the World, and the Intra Fax 
of $J.uls, than tiers, Or Twenty ſuch, bim 


This Aﬀettion ſhe continued all It ſpe; 
Liſe, adviling her Children in her 
Sickncſs, to be careful of their Father, 
tender of him iz her Abſence : for by 
mild, and good a word, ſhe ſpake of if 
NH nes _ Diſotutu 
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Diſſolution , then in proſpeR. Adviſing 
them withal ro Love one another, an 


be kindly afteioned to each other : 


Praying particularly for her Son,whom 
ſhe had the Comfort to ſee ſerled in the 
Sacred Work of the —_— that God 
would farniſh him with ſuitable Strength 


of Body and Spirir, and crown his Mini- 


ſry with an abundant Blcſſing. 


Not long before ſhe died, ſhe thank- 
fully owned the Goodneſs of God to her, 
in the Spiritual Aſſiſtance and Comfort , 
the received by ſuch Relations, who had 
an Intereſt in Heaven, and could plead 
t for her in Praycr, while ſhe was lan- 
guiſhing on a Sick Bed. O what a Mercy 
# it, ( faid ſhe, when her Husband and 
jon had both been Praying tor her, with 
ereat Fervency and inlargedneſs of 
Heart, ) What a Mercy zs tt, that 1 
ſhould bave ſuch Relations, to plead with God 
for me. And, at laſt, when ſhe took her 
Farewel of her Husband , ſhe ' thanked 
him for all his; Love , and all bis Pray- 
ers, as audibly as ſhe was then able to 
ſpeak. 


Miny Memorable things ſhe (aid, by 
way of Connſe! and Advice, to her 
[0 Coildrea, As concerning the Decenful- 


ne 


——— 
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neſs of the Heart, and the need of ſearch- 
ing It again and again; for God knows 
ic, and will not be mocked. Exhorting 
them to {cek God with their whole 
Heart, to Pray fervently, and impor- 
runately, for . his Grace and Fayour, and 
not in a-ſlight and oycrly manner, as if 
they were indifferent whether God did 
Anſwer, or Deny. I hope they will res 
member it, and act accordingly. 


Ar another time , in her Sicknels, fhc 
cried out, whilſt her Children were a: 
bout her, O Love the Lord all ye his 
Saints ! Love the Lord ye my Children ! Lone 
him, Fear him! She delired that thr 
would Pray for her , and ſhe aſſigned a 
good Reaſon why they ſhould ; For, ſays 
the, I have often Prayed to God for you, when 
you could not Pray for your ſelves. 


Under this Head, I might add ſome: 
what of her Carriage even to Servants, 
t) whom ſhe gave the mo{t Seaſonable 
Counſel, particularly in her laſt Sicknely 
to the Servant that attended her, to be 
muc\ in Reading the Holy Scriptures, to 
value Catechiſing, and be diligent in 
tearning che Principles of Religion , 0 
be faithful in her Place, dc, Bur thi 


icags me, 
SECT. VI 
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d Thirdly, To the Laſt Scene of her 
it Wlife, ro ſpeak of her deportmenrt un- 
d Fer Bodily Weakneſs and Pains ; under 
© which her Patience and Submiſhon were 
very becoming , and truly Chriſtian. 
VVhen a day or two before ſhe dicd , 
K BF her Relations ſeermed more than uſual- | 
& Fly concerned ; She asked them why the | 
« EF yere ſo; ſayingy Ut is not Death yet 4 


ve Wl nay out-live thzs, and be buffeted by Sathan, | 
, 25 a Roaring Lion, before 1 die. 


Y B When ſhe could nor ſleep in the Night, 

ſhe ſaid the next Moining , 1 thought 

this would have been a Comfortable night to | 
me: but preſently recolleted her ſelf, 

laying, Sozt zs, for it zs a Mercy I am out 

of Hell, when Ten thouſands are caſt into 

- bottomleſs-pit, that never ſinned as 1 have 
one, | 


How well ſhe bore her own S:ckneſs , 
and how litcle. ſollicitous ſhe was about | | 
the Iſſue of: it, is evident from her own | | 
words ; O how comfortable zs Death , when | 
ſn z5 Pardoned, gn4 God Reconciled? O that 


_ 


I might entertain kind , and good Thoughtssf 
God, and truſt him, though he ſlay me When 
ſpoken to about her Recovery ; She 
could ſay , 7 do not hope it ;, and bleſſed b; 
God 1 do not deſire it. nei asked, Are 
you not.in a ſtreight about it ? Are you 
willing to leave Husband, and Children, 
and all-ro be with Chriſt > She declared 
her Willingneſs. | | 


It is true, ſomecrimes ſhe complained, 
that ſhe had not ſuch ' vigorous, lively, 
melting AﬀeCtions, in Sickneſs, as fome- 
time formerly in Health: yer ſhe depend: 
cd on God {till, | 


VVhen ſhe was Asked , V Vhether he 
kept her T houghts employed about H: 
ven? She Anſwered, 1 do what I can. And 
the Night before ſhe died, after a litile 
{illence,wnen ſhe was queſtioned concert 
ing her Thourbts, V.Vhar ſhe was think: 
ing of ? She Anſwered Three things, 
( which are ht for all of us often to thuok 
of } @ Deceitful Heart, a Painful D:ath, aul 


a Temptins Devil: God refrained th: 


lift. and carricd her above the Fear, au! 
Feeling of the Second : for though (be 
ſaid, She feared a hard Death ., as _ 
Holy Perſons do. ' Yet ſhe addcd , 7 jub 

tu 
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mit to the will of God, he will nat lay upom me 


more than he mill enable me to bear. 


VVhen the 17th Chapter of John was 
Read to her, where arc thofe remarka- 
ble Conſolatory words of Chriſt, Father, 
I will, that theſe whom thou haſt given me , 
may be with me, to behold my Glory ; though 
lc could hard!y ſpeak, fo as to be heard, 
ſhe made a ſhift tro ſay, O Excellent, Ex- 
cellent ;, expreſſing her Faith, and Hope , 
and 7oy, as far as her weakneſs would 
permit. 


Her Humility, and Thankfulnefs was ve- 
ry conſpicuous during this Sickneſs. O 
what a Mercy zs it, ſaid ſhe, that ſuch a one 
as I ſhould have Hopes of Heaven , of the 
Pardon of Sin, and of an Intereſt in Chriſt ? 
And yer when any of thoſe holy expref- 
tons ſhe uſed, were repeated in Praver 
to God, by thoſe who affiſted her , She 


delired, no ſuch Speeches of hers ſhould 


be mentioned to. God ; For, ſays ſhe, my 
Frame zs not equal, and alike a'way. I can- 
net think, and ſpeak the ſame things, at or: 
tzme that 7 do at another, 


| An hour or two before the left this 
World, ſhe teſtified her deſire ro be with 
Chriſt; ſaying, How long ! O Lyrd, bow 


long ? 


- out to the laſt ; that God would not leave 


= 
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long ! ( if any Work be done ) Come and deh- 
ver me! She begged they wou'd pro 
for her, that hcr Strength might hold 


her, nor hide his Face in the Aponig 
of Death. She deſired rather to be dil- 
ſolved, than to continue in the Body: 
ſaving, 7 Look, 1 Long. 1 Hope; O wh © 
will the hour come ? Muſt 1 tarry , and ni © 
dure another Night ! Come Lord Jeſus, S 
come quickly! Hat thou no Bowels for me! 
Ii hilſt thou wert on Earth , thou wert full fi © 
Compaſſion to poor Sinners , and art thou ut ll 
the ſame in Heaven? Afﬀcer this, ſhe own- 

ed her ſelf refreſhed by Prayer, and that 
though her Body was weak, her Hear: 

was 1n a good Frame, being much re: 
ctuited, and encouraged by Prayer, And 

ſo ſhe comm:nded her ſoul to God, cal 
ling on him to the yery laſt, for his mer- 
ciful Afiſtance,and Succour,through the 
dark Valley, and to accept and receive 

her departing Soul ; and ſo ſhe died in tht 
Lord, and ſlept in Jeſus. 


Gol grant to us, as he did to her, ſa < 
ving Help in that hour of Darkneſs and 
Trouble; and cnable us to follow the 
Exemplary Faith and Patience, of thoſe 
Who are gone before;. that with them 
at laſt, we may receive the end - _ 
aut 


— 
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OTE VO CI—EI—— > Woo I one ——_— 


Faith and Hope, the Salyation of our 
Souls, and the ReſurreQion of our Bo- 
dies in the day of Chriſt, who is the 
Reſurrection and the Life ; in whom , 
whoſoever believes, ſhall never die the 
Second Death 3 but the Spirit, that raiſ- 
ed Chriſt from the Dead, ſhall quicken 
our Mortal Bodies, and make them like 
to his moſt glorious Body , that with 
Soul and Body we may be for ever with 
the Lord: To him be Glory for ever and 
ever. Amen. 
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Books to be Sold by A. Chandler , of 
the ſame Author. 


"T'He Mourners Companion, or Funerd 
Diſcourſes on Several Texts, 


| An Exbortation. to Repentdnce, and Union - 
among ProteStants. 


The Preſent Correffion and Reproof 
9n 3 Or a Diſcourſe on 2 Fer. 19. Than: 
own Inigquitzes ſhall Corref# thee , and thy 
Backſldings ſhall Reprove thee. 


—— 


| Sermon of St. Peter's Sin, and TI rue 

Repentance. Printed for S. Wad:, 
at the Bible under the Piaza of the Royd 
Exchange in Cornhill, 


